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Focusing on the way bishops in the eleventh century used the eccle-
stastical tithe — church taxes — to develop or reorder ties of loyalty and
dependence within their dioceses, this book offers a new perspective on
episcopacy in medieval Germany and Italy. Using three broad case studies
from the dioceses of Mainz, Salzburg, and Lucca in Tuscany, John Eldevik
places the social dynamics of collecting the church tithe within current
debates about social change in the eleventh century and the so-called feu-
dal revolution, and analyses a key economic institution, the medieval tithe,
as a social and political phenomenon. By examining episcopal churches
and their possessions not in institutional terms, but as social networks
which bishops were obliged to negotiate and construct over time using
legal, historiographical, and inter-personal means, this comparative study
casts fresh light on the history of early medieval society.

JOHN ELDEVIK is an assistant professor of history at Hamilton College
in Clinton, New York. In addition to articles and reviews in a range of
international journals, he is the author of Medieval Germany: Reasearch and
Resources, a reference guide to medieval German history published by the
German Historical Institute in Washington, DC.
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A NOTE ON NAMES AND TRANSLATIONS

Unless clearly indicated in the text or in the notes, any translations from
Latin or German are my own. In attempting to deal with the numerous
personal names appearing throughout the text, I have applied the follow-
ing norms: Names of kings, bishops, popes, and other prominent individ-
uals are Anglicized to reflect how they generally appear in Anglophone
literature, for example, Henry IV, Alexander II, Anselm of Lucca. Names
of churches in Italy follow Italian convention, for example, S. Martino
or S. Pietro, whereas in German-speaking lands, I retain the German/
English spelling, as in St. Martin, St. Peter, etc. When referring to local
individuals, especially actors or witnesses in charters, I have attempted to
retain the spelling as it appears in the document, except, as noted above,
in the case of well-known personalities, or when normalizing the name
is necessary for the sake of continuity or clarity.
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adapted from Hans K. Schulze,
Das Reich und die Deutschen,
Hegemoniales Kaisertum:
Ottonen und Selier,
Berlin, Seidler, 1991
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Map 1 The German Empire under the Ottonians and Salians.
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