Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

THE CAMBRIDGE RAWLS LEXICON

John Rawls is widely regarded as one of the most influential philosophers
of the twentieth century, and his work has permanently shaped the nature
and terms of moral and political philosophy, deploying a robust and spe-
cialized vocabulary that reaches beyond philosophy to political science, eco-
nomics, sociology, and law. This volume is a complete and accessible guide to
Rawls’s vocabulary, with over 200 alphabetical encyclopaedic entries written
by the world’s leading Rawls scholars. From basic structure to burdened soci-
ety, from Sidgwick to strains of commitment, and from Nash point to natural
duties, the volume covers the entirety of Rawls’s central ideas and termi-
nology, with illuminating detail and careful cross-referencing. It will be an
essential resource for students and scholars of Rawls, as well as for other
readers in political philosophy, ethics, political science, sociology, interna-
tional relations, and law.

JoN ManDLE is Professor of Philosophy at the University at Albany
(SUNY). He is the author of Rawls’s A Theory of Justice: An Introduction
(2009) and co-editor of A Companion to Rawls (2014).

Davip A. Reipy is Professor of Philosophy at The University of Ten-
nessee. He is the co-editor of Rawls’s Law of Peoples: A Realistic Utopia (2006)
and A Companion to Rawls (2014).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

THE CAMBRIDGE

RAWLS LEXICON

EDITED BY

Jon Mandle
SUNY Albany

AND

David A. Reidy

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

22 CAMBRIDGE

% Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge cs2 88s, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521192941

© Cambridge University Press 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
The Cambridge Rawls lexicon / edited by Jon Mandle, SUNY Albany and
David A. Reidy, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-19294-1 (hardback)

1. Rawls, John, 1921-2002 — Dictionaries. 1. Mandle, Jon, 1966- editor.

IL. Reidy, David A., 1962- editor.

B945.R2832863 2014
320.01 —dc23 2014020026

ISBN 978-0-521-19294-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
ures for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information

Contents

List of abbreviations for Rawls’s texts

Introduction

A
I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

-
S

-
w

14.
15.
16.

17.

Abortion Fames Boettcher

Advantage, mutual vs. reciprocal Colin Macleod

Allocative justice Pete Murray
Altruism 7on Mandle

Animals Daniel Dombrowski

Aquinas, Thomas Daniel Dombrowski
Aristotelian principle Steven Wall
Aristotle Daniel Dombrowski
Arneson, Richard Dale Dorsey
Arrow, Kenneth J. Iwao Hirose

. Autonomy, moral Catherine Audard

Autonomy, political Catherine Audard

. Avoidance, method of Henry S. Richardson

Barry, Brian Rex Martin

Basic liberties Peter de Marneffe

Basic needs, principle of Rodney G. Peffer
Basic structure of society David A. Reidy

xiv

45
47
50
55

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information

18.
I9.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3I.
32.
33
34-
35
36.
37-
. Communitarianism Daniel Weinstock
39
40.
41.
42.
43-

vi / Contents

Beitz, Charles Mutt Lister

Benevolent absolutism Waiter 7. Riker
Berlin, Isaiah Daniel Weinstock

Branches of government Martin O’Neill and
Thad Williamson

Buchanan, Allen Helena de Bres

Burdened societies Michael Blake

Burdens of judgment Michael Blake

Capabilities Henry S. Richardson

Care Victoria Costa

Catholicism Fames Boettcher

Chain connection fon Mandle
Circumstances of justice Faviola Rivera-Castro
Citizen Matt Lister

Civic humanism Victoria Costa

Civic republicanism Victoria Costa

Civil disobedience David Lyons
Close-knitness Rex Martin

Cohen, G. A. Jon Mandle

Cohen, Joshua Helena de Bres

Common good idea of justice Walter 7. Riker

Comprehensive doctrine Puzul Voice
Conception of the good Pete Murray
Congruence Andrew Lister
Conscientious refusal David Lyons

Constitution and constitutional essentials David

A. Reidy

. Constitutional consensus George Klosko
. Constructivism: Kantian/political Larry Krasnoff
. Cooperation and coordination 7. Donald Moon
. Cosmopolitanism Darrel Moellendorf

. Counting principles 7on Mandle

. Culture, political vs. background Micah Lewin

81

87
90
92
97
100
102
104
108
I1I
11§
117

I19
126

130
133
139

141
147
149

157
162

171

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
Contents / Vi1
D
50. Daniels, Norman Murtin O’Neill and Fuliana
Bidadanure 179
51. Decent societies Gillian Brock 182
52. Deliberative rationality Henry S. Richardson 186
53. Democracy Feffrey Bercuson 190
54. Democratic peace Walter J. Riker 195
55. Deontological vs. teleological theories David
A. Reidy 198
56. Desert fon Mandle 202
57. Desires Alan W. Grose 206
58. Dewey, John Robert B. Talisse 209
59. Difference principle Anthony Simon Laden 211
6o. Distributive justice Pete Murray 217
61. Dominant end theories David A. Reidy 222
62. Duty of assistance Darrel Moellendorf 226
63. Duty of civility 7ames Boettcher 229
64. Dworkin, Ronald Peter de Marneffe 234
. E
65. The economy Gerald Doppelt 239
66. Egoism Fames P. Sterba 248
67. The environment fon Mandle 252
68. Envy Steve Wall 256
69. Equal opportunity, democratic interpretation
Rex Martin 259
. F
7o. Facts, general (in OP argument and as part of
justification) feppe von Platz 267
71. Fair equality of opportunity Shlomi Segall 269
72. Fairness, principle of David Lyons 273
73. Faith Daniel Dombrowski 277

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
viit / Contents
74. Family S. A. Lloyd 279
75. Feminism S. A. Lloyd 284
76. Formal justice 7on Mandle 288
77. The four-stage sequence Miriam Ronzoni 290
78. Freedom 7on Mandle 293
79. Freedom of speech Colin Macleod 300
8o. Freeman, Samuel 7eppe von Platz 304
81. Fundamental ideas (in justice as fairness) Piblo
Gilabert 306

G
82. Games Anthony Simon Laden 311
83. Goodness as rationality Pete Murray 314
84. Guilt and shame David A. Reidy 318

.~ H
85. Happiness David A. Reidy 325
86. Harsanyi, John C. [wao Hirose 327
87. Hart, H. L. A. Matt Lister 329
88. Health and health care Norman Daniels 332
89. Hedonism Helena de Bres 336
go. Hegel, G. W. F. Sibyl A. Schwarzenbach 339
o1. Higher-order interests Adam Hosein 342
92. Hobbes, Thomas S. A. Lloyd 346
93. Human rights Gillian Brock 349
94. Hume, David 7on Mandle 354

el
95. Ideal and nonideal theory fames W. Nickel 361
96. Individualism Peter de Marneffe 365
97. Institutions Miriam Ronzoni 368
98. Intuitionism Chris Naticchia 371

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
Contents / 1X
—J
99. Just war theory David Lefkowitz 377

100. Justice and interpersonal comparison Iwao Hirose 382
101. Justice, concept of foio Cardoso Rosas 385
102. Justification: freestanding/political Fonathan

Quong 388
103. Justification vs. proof Fonathan Quong 390

K

104. Kant, Immanuel Larry Krasnoff 395
105. Kantian interpretation Larry Krasnoff 399
106. King, Martin Luther, Jr. Kevin Vallier 403
107. Kohlberg, Lawrence Walter J. Riker 405
108. Kymlicka, Will 7od0 Cardoso Rosas 407
109. Law of Peoples Gillian Brock 411
110. Law, system of David A. Reidy 417
111. Least-advantaged position Prul Voice 420
112. Legitimacy 7. Donald Moon 422
113. Legitimate expectations Murtin O’Neill 428
114. Leibniz, G. W. 7on Mandle 431
115. Leisure Kristi A. Olson 433
116. Lexical priority: liberty, opportunity, wealth

Andrew Lister 435
117. Liberal conception of justice Micah Lewin 440
118. Liberal people Walter 7. Riker 442
119. Liberalism as comprehensive doctrine 7odd

Hedrick 445
120. Liberalism, comprehensive vs. political Micab

Lewin 447
121. Libertarianism Peter Vallentyne 452
122. Liberty, equal worth of Adam Hosein 457

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
x / Contents

123. Liberty of conscience Kevin Vallier 460

124. Locke, John Bas van der Vossen 464

125. Love Paul Voice 468

126. Luck egalitarianism Veéronique Munoz-Dardé 471
M

127. The market Andrew Lister 481

128. Marx, Karl Rodney G. Peffer 486

129. Maximin rule of choice 7on Mandle 493

130. Migration Michael Blake 496

131. Mill, John Stuart Catherine Audard 499

132. Mixed conceptions of justice Veéronique

Munoz-Dardé 504

133. Moral education Victoria Costa 507

134. Moral person David A. Reidy 512

135. Moral psychology David A. Reidy 520

136. Moral sentiments David A. Reidy 528

137. Moral theory Paul Voice 533

138. Moral worth of persons Faviola Rivera-Castro 539
N

139. Nagel, Thomas Alan Thomas and Martin O’Neill 543

140. Nash point Anthony Simon Laden 546

141. Natural duties Faviola Rivera-Castro 548

142. Natural duty of justice David Lyons 551

143. Natural talents Adam Hosein 553

144. Neutrality Peter de Marneffe 557

145. Nozick, Robert Helga Varden 561

146. Nussbaum, Martha Alan W. Grose 565
0

147. Objectivity Daniel Weinstock 571

148. Obligations Miriam Ronzoni 574

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
Contents / XI
149. Okin, Susan Moller Michael Blake 577
150. The original position Anthony Simon Laden 579
151. Outlaw states Darrel Moellendorf 586
152. Overlapping consensus Rex Martin 588
P

153. Paternalism Peter de Marneffe 597
154. Peoples Helena de Bres 509
155. Perfectionism Steven Wall 602
156. Plan of life Frviola Rivera-Castro 606
157. Pogge, Thomas Fon Mandle 608
158. Political conception of justice Micah Lewin 612
159. Political liberalism, justice as fairness as 7. Donald

Moon 616
160. Political liberalisms, family of Micah Lewin 623
161. Political obligation George Klosko 628
162. Political virtues fames Boettcher 631
163. Practical reason Larry Krasnoff 635
164. Precepts of justice fon Mandle 640
165. Primary goods, social Andreas Follesdal 643
166. The priority of the right over the good Faime

Ablberg 648
167. Procedural justice Jon Garthoff 651
168. Promising Adam Hosein 654
169. Property-owning democracy Rodney G. Peffer 656
170. Public choice theory Kevin Vallier 662
171. Public political culture Ryan Prevnick 664
172. Public reason Blain Neufeld 666
173. Publicity Jon Garthoff 673

R

174. Race Kevin M. Grabam 681
175. Rational choice theory lwao Hirose 683
176. Rational intuitionism fon Mandle 685
177. Realistic utopia Catherine Audard 688

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
x11 / Contents

178. The reasonable and the rational Larry Krasnoff 692
179. Reasonable hope Paul Voice 698
180. Reasonable pluralism Andrew Lister 700
181. Reciprocity 7. Donald Moon 703
182. Reconciliation 7odd Hedrick 707
183. Redress, principle of Steven Wall 709
184. Reflective equilibrium Norman Daniels 711
185. Religion Daniel Dombrowski 717
186. Respect for persons Nir Eyal 723
187. Right: concept of, and formal constraints of 7eppe

von Platz 725
188. Rights, constitutional Frank I. Michelman 728
189. Rights, moral and legal A/istair Macleod 731
190. Rorty, Richard Robert B. Talisse 737
191. Ross, W. D. Adam Cureton 739
192. Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 7effrey Bercuson 741
193. Rule of law David A. Reidy 745
194. Rules (two concepts of) Daniel Weinstock 750

S

195. Sandel, Michael Robert B. Talisse 755
196. Scanlon, T. M. Peter de Marneffe 757
197. Self-interest Adam Cureton 760
198. Self-respect Faviola Rivera-Castro 762
199. Sen, Amartya Pablo Gilabert 765
200. Sense of justice 7on Mandle 768
201. Sidgwick, Henry Catherine Audard 773
202. Sin Daniel Dombrowski 777
203. Social choice theory Iwao Hirose 779
204. Social contract Andrew Lister 781
205. Social minimum Waiter E. Schaller 785
206. Social union Sibyl A. Schwarzenbach 788
207. Socialism Rodney G. Peffer 791
208. Society of peoples Chris Naticchia 795
209. Soper, Philip Walter 7. Riker 798
210. Sovereignty Matt Lister 8oo

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy

Frontmatter
More information
Contents / XIII
211. Stability Larry Krasnoff 8og4
212. Statesman and duty of statesmanship fon Mandle 811
213. Strains of commitment David Lefkowitz 813
214. Supreme Court and judicial review Todd Hedrick 817
T
215. Taxation Martin O’Neill and Thad Williamson 825
216. Thin and full theories of good Puul Weithman 828
217. Toleration Daniel Weinstock 838
218. Truth Henry S. Richardson 842
219. The two principles of justice (in justice as
fairness) Publo Gilabert 845
VU
220. Unity of self David A. Reidy 853
221. Utilitarianism Rabul Kumar 858
222. Utlity 7on Mandle 866
223. Walzer, Michael Daniel Dombrowski 871
224. Well-ordered society 7. Donald Moon 874
225. Wittgenstein, Ludwig Martin O’Neill 878
Bibliography 882
Index 893

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

Abbreviations for Rawls’s texts

When referring to Rawls’s works, we have used the following abbreviations in
this volume:

BIMSF A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Faith, ed. Thomas
Nagel (Harvard University Press, 20009)

CcP Collected Papers, ed. Samuel Freeman (Harvard University Press,
1999)

JF Fustice as Fairness: A Restatement, ed. Erin Kelly (Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2001)

LHMP Lectures on the History of Moral Philosophy, ed. Barbara Herman
(Harvard University Press, 2000)

LHPP Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy, ed. Samuel Freeman
(Harvard University Press, 2007)

LP The Law of Peoples (Harvard University Press, 1999)

PL Political Liberalism, expanded edition (Columbia University Press

2005; original edition, 1993)

T7 A Theory of fustice, revised edition (Harvard University Press,
1999; original edition, 1971)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

Introduction

John (Jack) Bordley Rawls was born on February 21, 1921, in Baltimore, MD.
His father, William Lee Rawls, was a self-taught lawyer who had managed a
successful career and achieved some political influence. His mother, Anna Abell
Stump Rawls, though primarily a homemaker, was politically active on her own
as well. She was also an artist. Of the two parents, Rawls was closer to his
mother.

Rawls had four brothers, one older and three younger. Two of his younger
brothers died in childhood, both from infectious diseases that then claimed many
more lives than today. In 1928, Rawls was ill with diphtheria. His closest younger
brother and “great companion” Bobby contracted the disease from him and died.
Only a year later, Rawls was ill with pneumonia after having his tonsils removed.
His next youngest brother Tommy then came down with pneumonia and did
not survive. Very shortly after, Rawls developed a stutter that would be with him
to one degree or another for the rest of his life. The stutter forced him as a
university professor meticulously to handwrite out and then read his lectures, a
discipline that, especially when conjoined with constant and wide reading and an
inability to resist the temptation to revise lectures in the light thereof, contributed
to his immense and deep learning. All too cognizant of the risks of error when
it comes to self-understanding, Rawls neither affirmed nor denied claims linking
his stutter to a sense of guilt over his brothers’ deaths, though he allowed that
their deaths no doubt affected him profoundly.

Rawls did well in elementary and secondary school. He attended mostly pri-
vate schools, attending public school only for a two-year period, middle school
or junior high, while his father was President of the Baltimore School Board.
He boarded at the Kent School in Connecticut for high school, where he found
himself insufficiently challenged academically and without enough personal free-
dom. It was a High Episcopalian school. Rawls found uncongenial the severity of
the school’s headmaster, but the religious orientation suited him and he began to

XV
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xvi / JON MANDLE AND DAVID A. REIDY

contemplate a future in the Episcopalian priesthood. In 1939, he followed his
older brother from Kent to Princeton. He tried and did reasonably well in a
number of subjects, including chemistry, math, art, and music (leading to a run
as the music critic for the Daily Princetonian student publication). But he did not
excel and he eventually settled into philosophy. Among the philosophy teach-
ers who made an impact on the young Rawls were Walter Stace and Norman
Malcolm. Stace was a British empiricist with utilitarian leanings who, perhaps
oddly, had written an early book on Hegel and who retained a lifelong interest
in mysticism arising out of an early religious experience. Malcolm had studied
under Wittgenstein and was instrumental in bringing Wittgenstein’s thought to
the US. Increasingly drawn toward philosophical-theological inquiry, and writ-
ing under Stace’s direction, Rawls wrote his undergraduate senior thesis, titled
“A Brief Inquiry into Sin and the Meaning of Faith: An Interpretation Based on
the Concept of Community,” on the idea of sin as the refusal of, and faith as
an openness to, genuine community and so personality, the spiritual core of the
universe. He graduated in philosophy summa cum laude.

He graduated early in January of 1943 so that he could enlist in the US
Army and join the fight in World War II against what he judged great evils.
He served from 1943 to 1946, experiencing fierce hand-to-hand combat as an
infantryman and then infantry radioman in the Pacific theater — New Guinea,
Leyte, and Luzon — and earning a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star. As part of
the occupation force of Japan, he passed through Hiroshima not long after the
bomb, just one of several war experiences that challenged Rawls’s belief in a per-
sonal theistic God to whom one might pray. He left the Army freed of his previous
ambition for the seminary.

He entered the graduate program in philosophy at Princeton in 1946. Trou-
bled by the rise of emotivist and other noncognitivist accounts of our moral
capacities and nature, and by their implications for the rationality and so rea-
soned criticism of political deliberation, judgment, and authority, Rawls began
to work toward a refutation of such views by counterexample. He would demon-
strate the possibility of representing our moral judgments as the outcome of a
rational procedure, a reasoning machine, with which we might freely identify and
which we might even internalize as a regulative part of our self-understanding.
By so doing, he would establish a rationalist, cognitivist alternative to emo-
tivist and other noncognitivist accounts of our moral capacities and nature and
would thereby undermine a tempting post-war invitation to cynicism about the
ideal of democracy as reasoned self-rule. Such were his ambitions as a graduate
student.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521192941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-19294-1 - The Cambridge Rawls Lexicon
Edited by Jon Mandle and David A. Reidy
Frontmatter

More information

Introduction / XviI

Notwithstanding his other interests, and a year (1947-1948) spent as a visit-
ing graduate student at Cornell, where Malcolm and Max Black were then spread-
ing Wittgenstein’s teachings and influence, Rawls worked steadily, albeit in fits
and starts, on his project. In 1949 he defended his dissertation, “A Study in the
Grounds of Ethical Knowledge: Considered with Reference to Judgments on the
Moral Worth of Character.” He imagined the dissertation, written under Stace’s
direction, as the first installment of a three-part project, the other two taking
up the grounds of ethical knowledge with respect to judgments regarding right
actions and final ends. During this time, Rawls’s substantive normative views were
largely Millian in spirit and he thought of himself as a kind of, even if an unortho-
dox, utilitarian.

While a graduate student at Princeton Rawls met Margaret (“Mardy”)
Warfield Fox, a student at Pembroke College, Brown University. Like Rawls’s
mother, she was intelligent, interested in history and politics, and an artist. Jack
had taken to painting and their shared passion for it was a source of both union
and the occasional vigorous debate. They married in the summer of 1949. Their
first child was born late autumn of 1950. By the summer of 1957, they would
add three more, giving them two boys and two girls. Mardy and Jack remained
married until his death. Always a full partner, Mardy played a significant role not
only as a homemaker and financial manager during his active career years, but
as a fulltime caregiver and editor and intellectual assistant in his later years of
declining health.

Rawls spent 1949-1950 as a post-doctoral fellow and then 1950-1951 and
1951-1952 as an instructor at Princeton. He published a revised section of his
dissertation under the title “Outline of a Decision Procedure for Ethics.” And he
began to read widely and to sit in on lectures as he was able. Economics, political
and legal history, and the then emerging fields of decision and game theory drew
special attention. In 1951 Rawls met the Oxford philosopher J. O. Urmson, who
was visiting at Princeton. Urmson urged Rawls to apply for a Fulbright in order
to spend a year at Oxford. Rawls applied, secured the Fulbright, and spent 1952—
1953 as a member of the High Table at Christ Church College, Oxford. It was a
pivotal year for Rawls, setting him on the path to what would become A Theory of
Fustice. The rich intellectual environment of Oxford and important relationships
forged with Isaiah Berlin, H. L. A. Hart, Stuart Hampshire, Gilbert Ryle, and
others served Rawls well. In brief, it was while at Oxford that Rawls became
convinced of the need for a theory of institutional justice and began to worry
that his own preferred version of a Millian utilitarianism was inadequate to the
need.
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The need for a theory of institutional or social or distributive justice arose
from several sources. One was the insight, which Rawls credits to his reading
of Rousseau and Marx, that culpable individual behavior cannot by itself explain,
and so its elimination cannot ensure our overcoming, the great evils of the world.
Another was the growing worry that his dissertation project, which aimed at a
rationalist, cognitivist explanation of our moral capacities and nature, presup-
posed as data to be explained moral judgments that themselves stood in need of
explanation. To serve the role he assigned them in his theory, certain moral judg-
ments needed genuinely to express our moral capacities and nature rather than
forces of indoctrination or manipulation. But this could only be asserted if the
background conditions against which they arose were favorable to the free devel-
opment and expression of our moral capacities and nature. To be sure, he held, a
just constitutional liberal democracy would constitute favorable background con-
ditions. But how might one publicly verify that any given polity was in fact a just
constitutional liberal democracy? Without a theory of institutional justice, one
suited to a democratic society and capable of underwriting an objective public
judgment as to whether any given democratic society is in fact a just constitu-
tional liberal democracy, one could never be sure that the moral judgments given
a rationalist, cognitivist explanation were a free expression of our moral capacities
and nature.

Rawls came to think his somewhat unorthodox Millian utilitarianism inad-
equate as a theory of institutional justice in several respects. These included
an insufficiently secure public justification for the priority of liberty and, relat-
edly, the absence of any principled public constraint on what might count as a
legitimate exercise of democratic citizenship, since with the right informational
inputs the principle of utility might justify virtually any proposal or action as
conducive to the common good and thus legitimate as an exercise of democratic
citizenship.

Upon return to the US, Rawls took a position as an assistant professor of
philosophy at Cornell. He began to work toward an adequate theory of insti-
tutional or social or distributive justice. After the publication of his influential

”»

paper “Two Concepts of Rules,” a paper Rawls judged an essential first step
toward shifting his focus to issues of institutional justice, Rawls was tenured and
promoted at Cornell. Though “Two Concepts” was for Rawls an essential first
step in his then just unfolding project, few readers recognized it as a promissory
note on the project. But by 1958, Rawls’s project was, in its first basic outline,
available to all, in the form of his widely read paper “Justice as Fairness.” Rawls

would over the next twelve years complete the project, which would receive its
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full expression in his masterpiece A Theory of Justice. He would study carefully
Aristotle, Aquinas, Hobbes, Locke, Hume, Rousseau, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Mill,
Sidgwick, the British Idealists, nineteenth- and early twentieth-century polit-
ical economy, Wittgenstein, Dewey, Quine, and much else. It would all find
its way, synthesized, imaginatively reworked, sometimes repurposed, into his
masterpiece.

In the late 1950s, Jack met Burton Dreben, then at Harvard, and Dreben
helped to arrange an invitation to Rawls to spend 1959—60 as a visiting faculty
member at Harvard. Dreben and Rawls would become close life-long friends.
Rather than return to Cornell in 1960 after his Harvard visit, Rawls accepted
a position as professor of philosophy with the then fledgling philosophy depart-
mentat MI'T, where he hired, among others, Hilary Putnam, who would later join
him at Harvard. After just two years at MI'T, Rawls left for a permanent position
at Harvard, beginning there in the fall of 1962 as professor of philosophy. For
the next eight years he worked steadily on drafts of what was to be A Theory of
Fustice. He also devoted considerable time to opposing the 2-S student deferment
of draft military service in Vietnam on the grounds that it worked to distribute
unjustly liability to military service. And with colleagues Tom Nagel, Marshall
Cohen, Ronald Dworkin, Frank Michaelman, Owen Fiss, Charles Fried, Michael
Walzer, Robert Nozick, Tim Scanlon, and a few others, he met regularly for what
would become a most influential and long-lasting reading group, from which in
the early 1970s would be born also the influential journal Philosophy and Public
Affairs. Rawls spent a sabbatical year at Stanford in 1969—70 where he completed
the final draft of A Theory of Justice. Remarkably, the manuscript (typescript in
those days) was almost lost to a fire and, waterlogged, had to be set out page by
page to dry. Rawls then returned to Harvard with 77 just published and facing a
four-year term as Chairperson of the Philosophy Department, during politically
turbulent times at Harvard (like most college campuses) and for the nation, an
administrative task that he did not much enjoy.

Rawls spent much of the 1970s explaining and defending 77, which he often
felt was not well understood, and receiving recognitions and awards. He had
hoped to move on to work in moral psychology. But by the late 1970s, he came
to think incorrect a key piece of T7, the so-called “congruence argument” given
in part 1ir’'s account of how a society faithful to the principles of justice as fairness
could reasonably be expected to be stable in the right way. The defect proved
challenging to correct. The process of correcting it unfolded over a little more
than a decade’s worth of papers and led eventually to Rawls’s second book, Po/iti-
cal Liberalism, first published in 1993, two years after he retired to Emeritus status
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at Harvard. Before readers had been able to fully absorb the lessons of 77, Rawls
had put in their laps another dense, rich, careful work of political philosophy.
Inevitably, debates opened over its meaning, methods, motivation, and relation-
ship to T7.

Just as Political Liberalism was hitting the shelves, Rawls delivered in 1993
an Oxford Amnesty Lecture he titled “The Law of Peoples.” In the lecture, he
endeavored to extend his view, now to be understood as a political liberalism, to
issues of international relations, or more specifically, to issues of foreign policy as
confronted by a just, stable, and pluralist constitutional liberal democracy. The
lecture, which was published, drew attention, mostly critical. The lecture sur-
prised and disappointed even some of Rawls’s closest students and most careful
expositors and defenders, since he rejected a direct application of his principles
of domestic justice, including the difference principle, to the question of global
justice. And so the debates over Political Liberalism were forced to compete with,
and were often folded into, the debates over Rawls’s foray into foreign policy and
international justice.

Rawls taught part-time in Emeritus status at Harvard until 1994. In 1993,
just two days after a large conference celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary
of A Theory of Fustice and attended by colleagues, students, admirers, critics,
and the like, he suffered a stroke. He would suffer two more, amidst difficult
and slowly declining health, before passing seven years later. However, Rawls
had planned to publish not only a new introduction to Political Liberalism, but
another treatment of the idea and ideal of public reason, so central to it and his
project more generally. Both were underway at the time of his first stroke. And
he had intended to work up his Oxford Amnesty Lecture into a short mono-
graph treatment of international justice and foreign policy from the point of
view of a democratic people committed to political liberalism. The stroke put
all this in doubt. With the assistance of his wife Mardy, his close friend Bur-
ton, and others, he was able to get all this work done. His new introduction to
Political Liberalism appeared in 1996. His essay “The Idea of Public Reason Revis-
ited” appeared in 1997. And his short monograph The Law of Peoples appeared in
1999.

Students and colleagues had long urged Rawls to draw together and repub-
lish in one volume his many papers and to publish his course lectures, so carefully
written out and developed over many years. Initially reluctant, he finally agreed.
His Collected Papers appeared in 1999, edited by his past student Samuel Freeman.
Under the editorial supervision of his past student Barbara Herman, his Lectures
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on the History of Moral Philosophy were published in 2000. His, by then widely cir-
culated in mimeograph form and well-known, lectures on justice as fairness from
the survey course on political philosophy he regularly taught at Harvard, and
updated on each iteration of the course, were published in 2001 under the edito-
rial supervision of his past student Erin Kelly under the title Fustice as Fairness: A
Restaternent. Samuel Freeman had already begun work on Rawls’s lectures in the
history of political philosophy, but they would not appear in print before Rawls’s
passing. He passed away, his wife Mardy at his side, on November 24, 200:2.
Under Freeman’s editorial supervision, his lectures on Hobbes, Locke, Hume,
Rousseau, Mill, and Marx appeared as Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy
in 2007. After Rawls’s passing, his undergraduate thesis on sin, community, and
the meaning of faith was discovered in both the Princeton and Harvard archives.
After discussion, Mardy and his literary executor, Tim Scanlon, agreed to the
publication of the thesis, not because Rawls would have wanted it published but
because it was publicly available in university archives and likely to attract schol-
arly attention in any event. Better to supervise the publication and get the mate-
rial properly introduced and contextualized. In 2009 the thesis was published as
A Brief Inquiry into the Meaning of Sin and Fuith and introduced by Joshua Cohen
and Thomas Nagel, with Robert Adams providing a contextualizing essay in the
intellectual history of philosophical theology. The volume included also Rawls’s
own brief late life statement of his religious orientation, a short essay titled “On
My Religion.”

Since Rawls’s passing, nearly every major publisher has ventured one or more
volumes offering a systematic reconstruction, a rethinking, or a new contextual-
ization or fresh assessment of his work. With scholars now also actively working
through his archived papers, more can be expected. All this is to the good, for
it can hardly be doubted that much of this recent work has been insightful and
productive and there remains much of value still to be drawn out of engaging his
work.

We have prepared this Lexicon with the intention of contributing to the value
of future engagements with Rawls’s work, whether done by students or scholars.
Rawls was an exceedingly careful philosopher and writer. He was very deliberate
in his choice and very disciplined in his use of words. He took immense care with
his own and others’ ideas. In the course of so doing, he produced a terminolog-
ically and often technically rich and distinctive body of work. The terminology
and technical aspects of Rawls’s work can sometimes prove challenging, for both
students and scholars. We have attempted in this volume to provide a reliable
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resource for dealing with such challenges. We have not attempted to resolve gen-
uine interpretive or substantive debates. We have attempted only to set out clearly
how Rawls used various terms, including terms of art, and presented key ideas.
Inevitably, of course, this may seem to some as weighing in on a substantive or
interpretive debate. We can say only that with respect to debatable matters, we
have tried to avoid taking positions and instead have indicated that the matter is
debatable. But not everything is debatable. And it is part of the aim of this volume
to enable students and scholars to better distinguish what is debatable from what
is not and to bring the latter more fully to bear on the former.

Rawls saw his work as a single painting, one he worked on over the course of
his life. All the elements, as diverse as they often were — methodological, substan-
tively normative, metaphilosophical, historical, sociopsychological, institutional,
and so on — were meant to fit together systematically into a unified view. The
painting was the result of Rawls’s efforts, both for himself and with the commu-
nities of which he was a part, toward self-understanding and self-constitution,
activities inseparable from one another. The vision, both of what we are and what
we might be, answers our needs for both reconciliation to and reasoned reform
of our shared social world. To the extent that it finds a regulative place within the
self-understandings and conception-dependent desires of successive generations,
there need be no talk of late modernity as a period of disenchantment with the
world.

Rawls rightly recognized that his principles of justice were not particularly
novel or controversial. Indeed, only the so-called difference principle represented
a substantial departure from what one might have characterized as the enlight-
ened center of mid-twentieth-century democratic thought. What was novel in
Rawls’s work was his ability to draw everything together and to overcome all man-
ner of false dichotomies and divisions within philosophy. He could find a way to
draw together both Humean and Kantian insights, to honor fully the priority and
autonomy of practical reason without making a metaphysical commitment out of
so doing, to articulate a meaningful conception of the common good and civic
friendship for late modern democracies awash in self-centered individualism and
base materialism, and to make clear why Lincoln was right about our last best
hope.

Rawls received many honors and awards over his life. He received two hon-
orary professorships from Harvard. He received honorary degrees from Harvard,
Princeton, and Oxford and was a member of the Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters. He received the Ralph Waldo Emerson award from Phi Beta Kappa,
the Ames Prize from Harvard Law, and the Lippincott Award from the American
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Political Science Association. In 1999 he was awarded the National Humanities
Medal by President Clinton and the Rolf Schock Prize by the Royal Swedish
Academy. But apart from the awards, it was the painting — not the thing but the
activity, one pursued both alone and with others — that animated the life.

JON MANDLE and DAVID A. REIDY
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