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At the heart of generative phonology lies the assumption that the
sounds of every language have abstract underlying representations,
which undergo various changes in order to generate the ‘surface’
representations; that is, the sounds we actually pronounce. The
existence, status and form of underlying representations have
been hotly debated in phonological research since the introduction
of the phoneme in the nineteenth century. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of theories of the mental representation of
the sounds of language. How does the mind store and process pho-
nological representations? Kramer surveys the development of the
concept of underlying representation over the last 100 years or so
within the field of generative phonology. He considers phonological
patterns, psycholinguistic experiments, statistical generalizations
over data corpora and phenomena such as hypercorrection. The
book offers a new understanding of contrastive features and propo-
ses a modification of the optimality-theoretic approach to the gen-
eration of underlying representations.

MARTIN KRAMER is Associate Professor of Linguistics in the
Department of Language and Linguistics at the University of
Tromse.
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KEY TOPICS IN PHONOLOGY

Key Topics in Phonology focuses on the main topics of study in phonology
today. It consists of accessible yet challenging accounts of the most
important issues, concepts and phenomena to consider when examining
the sound structure of language. Some topics have been the subject of
phonological study for many years, and are re-examined in this series in
the light of new developments in the field; others are issues of growing
importance that have not so far been given a sustained treatment. Written
by leading experts and designed to bridge the gap between textbooks and
primary literature, the books in this series can either be used on courses
and seminars, or as one-stop, succinct guides to a particular topic for
individual students and researchers. Each book includes useful
suggestions for further reading, discussion questions and a helpful
glossary.

Already published in the series:
Neutralization by Daniel Silverman

Forthcoming titles:

Variation in Phonology by Marc Van Oostendorp

Modularity in Phonology by Thomas Purnell, Eric Raimy and Joseph Salmons
Intonation and Prosody by Caroline Féry

Phonological Markedness by Elizabeth Hume

Distinctive Features by Christian Uffmann
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AP Articulatory Phonology
ASL American Sign Language
C consonant
CM Comparative Markedness
CON constraint set
ET Exemplar Theory
EVAL Evaluation function
FFC Fully Faithful Candidate
fMRI functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging
FUL featurally underspecified lexicon
GP Government Phonology
KISS ‘Keep it simple, stupid!’
11 first/native language
L2 second language
LO Lexicon Optimization

LP/LPM Lexical Phonology and Morphology
MEG Magnetoencephalography
MMN mismatch negativity

OCP Obligatory Contour Principle

oT Optimality Theory

PR phonetic representation

RotB Richness of the Base

RROC Redundancy Rule-Ordering Constraint
SDA Successive Division Algorithm

SCC Strict Cycle Condition

SPE The Sound Pattern of English (Chomsky & Halle 1968)
SR surface representation

uG Universal Grammar

UR underlying representation

\ vowel

VOT voice onset time

$ syllable
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