Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

The German Army and the Defence of the Reich

Historical research on the German army of the interwar period has con-
centrated on the development of the so-called ‘Blitzkrieg’. However,
Matthias Strohn shows that until just a few years before the outbreak
of the Second World War the German army, restricted by the terms of
the Versailles Treaty, was too weak to launch an offensive war or even
effectively repel an invader. Accordingly, the army focused instead pri-
marily on planning a defensive war against superior enemies, especially
France and Poland. Making extensive use of German archival sources,
Strohn explores the development of military thought and doctrine for
the defence of Germany and shows how these ideas were tested in war
games and staff rides. His findings comprehensively revise our under-
standing of the German army in this period, shedding new light on the
ideas of leading figures in the German military and how events, such as
the occupation of the Ruhr in 1923, influenced military planning.

MATTHIAS STROHN teaches military history to army officer cadets
and officers at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. He currently
holds the rank of Captain in the German armed forces (Bundeswehr)
reserve and is attached to the German staff college where he lectures on
military history to international staff and German general staff officers.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Military Histories

Edited by

HEW STRACHAN
Chichele Professor of the History of War, University of Oxford and
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford

GEOFFREY WAWRO

Major General Olinto Mark Barsanti Professor of Military History,
and Director, Center for the Study of Military History, University of
North Texas

The aim of this new series is to publish outstanding works of research on warfare
throughout the ages and throughout the world. Books in the series will take a
broad approach to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic,
political and economic aspects. The series is intended to complement Studies in
the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare by focusing on the ‘hard’
military history of armies, tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series will
consist mainly of single-author works — academically vigorous and groundbreak-
ing — which will be accessible to both academics and the interested general reader.

A list of titles in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/militaryhistories

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

The German Army and the
Defence of the Reich

Military Doctrine and the Conduct of the
Defensive Battle 1918—1939

Matthias Strohn

B2 CAMBRIDGE
;Z; UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press,
New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521191999

© Matthias Strohn 2011

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2011
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Strohn, Matthias, 1976—
The German army and the defence of the Reich : military doctrine and the
conduct of the defensive battle, 1918-1939 / Matthias Strohn.
p. cm. — (Cambridge military histories)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-19199-9 (hardback)
1. Military doctrine — Germany — History — 20th century. 2. Germany. Heer —
History — 20th century. 3. Germany — History, Military — 20th century.
4. Germany — History — 1918-1933. 1. Title. II. Series.
UA712.877 2010
355.4'2094309041 — dc22 2010032993

ISBN 978-0-521-19199-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of illustrations page vii
List of maps ix
Acknowledgements X
Introduction and Definitions 1
Part I: The foundations of defensive warfare in the
interwar period 17
1 Defence doctrine before the First World War 19
2 The lessons of the First World War 36
3 Military planning in the aftermath of the First
World War 63
Part II: The Seeckt era: Years of ignorance 87
4 Hans von Seeckt and the rebirth of the offensive 89
5 The manual Fiihrung und Gefecht der verbundenen Waffen
and the conduct of the defensive battle 107
Part III: Adapting to reality 1923-1933 131
6 Military thought after the occupation of the Ruhr 133
7 Civil-military co-operation 171

8 The manual Truppenfiihrung and the increased
importance of defence 185

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

vi Contents

Part IV: Defensive warfare in the Third Reich

1933-1939 203

9 Political ideology versus military reality: Defensive
warfare 1933-1936 205
10 The rebirth of offensive warfare 1936-1939 219

Conclusion: The defensive battle in the Second World
War and beyond 245

Appendix: Structure of Reichswehr munistry (army only)

1921-1935 253
Bibliography 254
Index 275

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

List of illustrations

2.1 The early days of trench warfare: Resting in a German

trench near Ypres in 1915. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv

picture no. 183-R34686. page 44
2.2 The reality of trench warfare that led to the defence in

depth and the ‘emptiness of the battlefield’: Mount

Kemmel in the Ypres salient in 1918. Bundesarchiv-

Bildarchiv picture no. 183-R05942. 53
6.1 The occupation of the Ruhr in 1923: French cavalry

in the streets of Essen. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture

no. 183-R06992. 134
6.2 ‘No! You don’t force me!’ Poster calling for passive

resistance during the Ruhr occupation. Bundesarchiv-

Bildarchiv picture no. Plak 002-012-036. 136
6.3 Reichswehr exercise in Thuringia in 1925: Hans von

Seeckt (second from right), Werner von Blomberg (fourth

from right), Joachim von Stilpnagel (fifth from right,

with cigarette). Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture

no. 136-B1049. 140
6.4 German tank dummies during an exercise in 1926.
Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture no. 183-S51506. 159

6.5 An anti-tank gun dummy ‘securing’ a road during the

1932 Reichswehr exercise near Frankfurt/Oder.

Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture no. 102-13869. 169
7.1 Reichswehrminister Wilhelm Groener (third from left)

with his staff during the ‘GrofSe Rahmeniibung’ exercise

in Bavaria and Thuringia in 1930. On the far left is

Kurt von Schleicher. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture

no. 146-2009-0098. 184
8.1 Ludwig Beck at his desk: photograph taken between

1930 and 1935. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture

no. 146II1-286. 187

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

viii List of illustrations

8.2 Soldiers of the 6th Company/73rd Infantry Regiment in

in-depth defensive positions during the 1937 Wehrmacht

exercise in Mecklenburg and Pomerania. Bundesarchiv-

Bildarchiv picture no. 136-B3491. 193
9.1 German infantry on the march during an exercise near the

town of Brandenburg in 1934. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv

picture no. 102-03851A. 207
9.2 Pioneers establishing a roadblock during the exercise of

the VI Army Corps on Liineburg Heath in September

1935. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv picture no. 102-17129. 209

10.1 Roadblock during the exercise of II Army Corps in 1936.

The original caption slightly optimistically called this a

‘heavy roadblock against tanks’. Bundesarchiv-Bildarchiv

picture no. 183-S19539. 225

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

List of maps

Map 1 Germany and its territorial losses after the First

World War. page xii
Map 2 The German army and its administrative structure:
The Gruppenkommandos and Wehrkreise. Xiii

Map 3 The disposition of German forces for an attack on
Czechoslovakia according to the final plan from
September 1938. 240

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

This book would probably never have been written if I had not had
the support and help of numerous people. First of all, I would like to
thank my Doktorvater from Oxford University, Prof. Hew Strachan. He
was a Dokrorvater in the best sense of the word; never pushy, but always
available when I needed his support for my D.Phil. thesis on which this
book is based. I shall never forget our very last meeting before I submitted
the thesis. It started on a Friday afternoon and it was not before the early
hours of the next day that I finally left his office at All Souls College. We
went through the thesis page by page; by the end, I was fully exhausted,
but also glad to know that my arguments were sound and that I had
just experienced a prime example of Hew’s devotion to his students. His
support did not stop there, and he continued to offer assistance when I
turned the thesis into this book.

Secondly, I would like to thank Dr Jiirgen Forster of Freiburg Univer-
sity. He helped me right from the start of my time as a D.Phil. student
to the final draft of this book. His in-depth knowledge of the German
sources proved invaluable, and the long discussions I had with him in the
Militdrarchiv in Freiburg helped me to see many things more clearly.

Of course, there are many more people who deserve to be
thanked: Prof. Dr Rolf-Dieter Miiller from the Militdrgeschichtliches
Forschungsamt, with whom I had many discussions in his office in Pots-
dam, and whose seminar on total war woke my interest in the German
army in the interwar period; Prof. Jonathan Wright of Oxford University,
who had to read my D.Phil. thesis under the Christmas tree; and Prof. Dr
Bernd Wegner and Prof. Dr Manfred Gortemaker, with both of whom I
had lengthy discussions. I would also like to thank my colleagues in the
War Studies Department at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. It is
one of the very few places in the world where you meet a colleague in the
corridor and can quite easily commence a lengthy discussion on virtually
any question on military history. This happened frequently and the ideas
and arguments brought forward by my colleagues were of great assistance

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine
and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements xi

to me. In particular I would like to thank Dr Peter Lieb, especially for
the fruitful discussions on military terms and definitions.

Naturally, a book like this one cannot be written without the assistance
of libraries, archives and their staffs. I would therefore like to thank
the Bodleian Library, Oxford; the library of the Militdrgeschichtliches
Forschungsamt, Potsdam; the British Library, London; the library of the
Joint Services Command and Staff College, Shrivenham; and the library
of the Westphélische Wilhelms-Universitdt, Miinster. I would also like to
say a special thank you to Andrew Orgill and his team of the library at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. Not only were they willing to order
the most obscure books via the inter-library loan system, but they also
purchased several books that could not be obtained from other libraries.

Most of the primary sources used in this book I found in the
Bundesarchiv-Militdrarchiv in Freiburg. Frau Waibel and her team
offered great assistance to me in the months I spent at the archives. I
would also like to thank the other branches of the Bundesarchiv I visited,
namely in Berlin and Koblenz. I also have to thank the Staatsarchiv in
Dresden and Stuttgart and the National Archives in Kew.

Finally, it is time to express my gratitude to people who are dear to
me. First of all, I would like to thank my family for their support and
assistance over the years. This included moral and financial support
without which it would have been virtually impossible to write this book.
I would like to say a very special thank you to the Bremkamp family. Katja
had to share my attention with dusty pamphlets and long-dead German
generals far too long. Monika and Klaus believed in my research and
offered far-reaching support in some hard times. Unfortunately, Klaus
did not live to see the outcome of this assistance. This book is dedicated
to his memory.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521191999
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88659-8 - The German Army and the Defence of the Reich: Military Doctrine

and the Conduct of the Defensive Battle, 1918-1939

Matthias Strohn
Frontmatter
More information

Northern
Schleswig

q o
1 Cologne ™,
s " '.‘

Alsace-
Lorraine

( 3
\.,Eupen \'..\Demilitarised s
H Zone

o Stuttgart

o .
Berlin

Memel area

!
oKonigsbergi
ld

East \

Prussia ‘)
%

Danzig
West Prussia

Posen

East Upper Silesia

200 300 400 500 km

T T T ]

."'/.
%
)
\‘
\v
~
\.
1N
b
ro
J
Munich® A
L‘
1
e rem

Mot o7 -\l
0
[
L
0

T T T 1
150 200 250 300 miles

Map 1 Germany and its territorial losses after the First World War.
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Map 2 The German army and its administrative structure: The
Gruppenkommandos and Wehrkreise.
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