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ABBREVIATIONS

D–K Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker, ed. H. Diels and W. Kranz,
10th edn (Berlin 1961)

Denniston J. D. Denniston, The Greek particles, 2nd edn (Oxford 1954)
FGrHist Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker, ed. F. Jacoby (Berlin,

then Leiden 1923–58)
K–A Poetae comici Graeci, ed. R. Kassel and C. Austin (Berlin

1983–2001)
K–B R. Kühner, Ausführliche Grammatik der griechischen Sprache,

part i: Elementar- und Formenlehre, 3rd edn, rev. F. Blass
(Hannover 1890–2) (references are to volume and page
number)

K–G R. Kühner, Ausführliche Grammatik der griechischen Sprache,
part ii: Satzlehre, 3rd edn, rev. B. Gerth (Hannover
1898–1904) (references are to volume and page number)

LfgrE Lexikon des frühgriechischen Epos (Göttingen 1955–2010)
LIMC Lexicon iconographicum mythologiae classicae (Zurich and

Munich 1981–2009)
LSJ H. G. Liddell and R. Scott, Greek–English lexicon, rev.

H. S. Jones (Oxford 1925–40) with Revised supplement, ed.
P. G. W. Glare and A. A. Thompson (Oxford 1996)

OCD The Oxford classical dictionary, ed. S. Hornblower,
A. Spawforth and E. Eidinow, 4th edn (Oxford 2012)

PMG Poetae melici Graeci, ed. D. L. Page (Oxford 1962)
Smyth H. W. Smyth, Greek Grammar, rev. G. M. Messing

(Cambridge, Mass. 1956) (references are to numbered
paragraphs)

TrGF Tragicorum Graecorum fragmenta, ed. B. Snell, R. Kannicht
and S. Radt (Göttingen 1971–2004)

West Iambi et elegi Graeci ante Alexandrum cantati, ed. M. L. West
(Oxford, vol. i 1971, 19892, vol. ii 1972, 19922)

Abbreviations of ancient authors and works follow OCD and LSJ.
The siglum ‘Eur.’ has been left out, except where the omission could
create ambiguity. Classics journals are cited according to the abbreviations
of L’Année philologique (see http://www.annee-philologique.com/files/
sigles_fr.pdf, consulted November 2016).
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KEY TO METRICAL SYMBOLS

⏑ short syllable
– long syllable
⏓ short syllable in the strophe, matched by a long syllable in the

antistrophe
⏒ long syllable in the strophe, matched by a short syllable in the

antistrophe
⌒ syllable preceding metrical pause; its length does not matter

(indifferens)
⏕ a long syllable or two short ones
⏔ two short syllables or a long one
× anceps: an element that can be implemented by either a short or

a long syllable
○ ○ corresponds to – –, – ⏑, ⏑ –, ⏑ ⏑ ⏑ (occasionally) or – ⏑ ⏑ (evenmore

rarely) (cf. Itsumi 1982 and 1984)
^ before a metrical unit or colon indicates that the unit is

acephalous, i.e. is one syllable shorter at the beginning
(e.g. ia = × – ⏑ –, ^ia = – ⏑ –)

^ after ametrical unit or colon indicates that the unit is catalectic, i.e.
the last two elements of the metrical unit are substituted by a long
element (cf. Parker 1976)

^^ after a metrical unit or colon indicates that the last three
elements of the metrical unit are substituted by a long element:
e.g. 4da^^ = 3da followed by a long element

: a place in the line where word-end occurs frequently
⁝ a place in the line where word-end occurs very frequently
|| metrical pause: elision is impossible across ||. It indicates the end of

a metrical line.
||b metrical pause detected by the presence of a breuis in longo (||b1: in

the strophe; ||b2: in the antistrophe)
||h metrical pause detected by the presence of hiatus (||h1: in the

strophe; ||h2: in the antistrophe)
||c metrical pause detected thanks to the knowledge of ancient Greek

metrical practice
||| end of sung metrical structure, accompanied by metrical pause

Aeolic hexasyllable × × – ⏑ ⏑ – (Lourenço 2011: 111)
an (anapaest) ⏔ ⏕ ⏔ ⏕

aristophanean – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ – –

ba (baccheus) ⏑ – –

cho (choriamb) – ⏑ ⏑ –

viii
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cr (cretic) – ⏑ –

D (dactylic hemiepes) – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ ⏑ –

da (dactyl) – ⏑ ⏑

dodrans – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ –

δ (dochmius or dochmiac) × ⏕ ⏕ × ⏕

glyconic ○ ○ – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ –

hδ (hypodochmius) ⏕ ⏑ ⏕ ⏑ ⏕

hipponactean ○ ○ – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ – –

ia (iambus) × – ⏑ –

ia trim (iambic trimeter) || × – ⏑ – × – ⏑ – × – ⏑ ⌒ ||
kδ (dochmius kaibelianus) × – ⏑ – ⏑ –

paroemiac ⏔ – ⏔ – ⏑⏑ – ⌒ || (or, occasionally, in
sung contexts, ⏔ – ⏔ – ⏔ – –)

penth (iambic penthemimer) × – ⏑ – ×
pherecratean ○ ○ – ⏑ ⏑ – –

sp (spondee) – –

telesillean (also called
^glyconic)

× – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ – (note that ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ ⏑ – ⏑ – is
a possible implementation of the
pattern, which some scholars call T:
cf. 635, 644, 653–4, 655, 905, 927,
Parker 1997: 73, Lourenço 2011:
97–8)

tro (a trochaic metron) – ⏑ – ×
wilamowitzian (often called
‘choriambic dimeter’)

○ ○ – × – ⏑ ⏑ – (cf. Itsumi 1982)
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