
OBJECTING TO GOD

The growth of science, and a correspondingly scientific way of look-
ing at evidence, have for the last three centuries slowly been gaining
ground over religious explanations of the cosmos and mankind’s place
in it. However, not only is secularism now under renewed attack from
religious fundamentalism, but also it has been widely claimed that
the scientific evidence itself points strongly to a universe deliberately
fine-tuned for life to evolve in it. In addition, certain aspects of human
life, like consciousness and the ability to recognise the existence of
universal moral standards, seem completely resistant to evolutionary
explanation. In this book Colin Howson analyses in detail the evi-
dence which is claimed to support belief in God’s existence, and argues
that the claim is not well founded. Moreover, there is very compelling
evidence that an all-powerful, all-knowing God not only does not
exist but cannot exist, a conclusion both surprising and provocative.

colin howson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Toronto, and Emeritus Professor, London School of Economics and
Political Science. He is the author of Hume’s Problem: Induction and
the Justification of Belief (2000), Logic with Trees (1997) and, with
Peter Urbach, Scientific Reasoning: The Bayesian Approach (3rd edition,
2006).
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The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Psalm 14:1
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Preface

As its title suggests, this is a book about God. More precisely, it tries to
answer two highly topical questions about God. One, to which I have
devoted the most space, is whether the arguments in the contemporary
literature for believing in an all-powerful, all-knowing and all-loving Cre-
ator of the universe are good ones. The question isn’t of merely theoretical
interest: there is a widespread preoccupation that morality cannot survive
a loss of religious faith, with many echoing Ivan Karamazov’s famous claim
in Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov that without God everything is
permitted. So the other question is: was – is – Ivan Karamazov right?
Despite an understandable reluctance to give anyone an excuse for not
reading further, I will compromise and reveal now that my answers to
these two questions will be ‘no’ to both, but leave it to the rest of the book
to explain why. If you want to find out more, start at Chapter 1 and keep
going.

At the end of each chapter there is a little section marked ‘Exercise’
(not compulsory!). This consists of a quotation from an actual person of
a certain standing, either academic or theological, among them one the
latchet of whose shoes I, like John the Baptist, am not worthy to stoop
down and unloose. Each quotation consists of a claim or argument to
which the material in the chapter is relevant, and the reader is invited to
consider how they would respond to it.
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