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Religion in Mind summarizes and extends the last decade’s
advances in the cognitive study of religion using empirical
research from psychology and anthropology to illuminate
various components of religious belief, ritual, and experience.
The book examines cognitive dimensions of religion within a
naturalistic view of culture, while respecting the phenomen-
ology of religion and drawing together teachers of religion,
psychologists of religion, and cognitive scientists. Expert con-
tributors focus on phenomena such as belief-fixation and
transmission; attributions of agency; anthropomorphizing;
counterintuitive religious representations; the well-formedness
of religious rituals; links between religious representations and
emotions; and the development of god concepts. The work
encourages greater interdisciplinary linkages between scholars
from different fields and will be of interest to researchers in
anthropology, psychology, sociology, history, philosophy, and
cognitive science. It also will interest more general readers in
religion and science.

JENSINE ANDRESEN is Assistant Professor of Theology at
Boston University where she teaches in the graduate program
in Science, Philosophy, and Religion. She has published in Zss:
An International Review Devoled to the History of Science and its Cultural
Influences; Qygon: Journal of Religion and Science; Religion and Educa-
tion; and The Fournal of Religion. With Robert K. C. Forman, she
has edited Cognitive Models and Spiritual Maps: Interdisciplinary
Explorations of Religious Experience (2000).
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JENSINE ANDRESEN (Ph.D.; Harvard University, 1997) is Assistant
Professor of Theology at Boston University where she teaches in
the interdisciplinary graduate program in Science, Philosophy,
and Religion. She previously served on the faculty of the Depart-
ment of Religion at the Universty of Vermont. Her research
interests include cognitive science and religious experience;
bioethics; public policy and ethics; and social justice. With Robert
K. C. Forman, she has edited Cognitive Models and Spiritual Maps:
Interdisciplinary Explorations of Religious Experience (Thorverton, UK:
Imprint Academic, 2000). She has published articles and book
reviews in Isis: An International Review Devoled to the History of Science
and its Cultural Influences; ygon: Fournal of Religion and Science; and
Religion and Education, and The Journal of Religion. Currently, she is
editing a volume on entitled Cloning and Genetic Technologies:
Religious, Philosophical, and Legal Perspectives, and she recently has
completed editing a six-part videotape series on this same topic.

JusTiN L. BARRETT (Ph.D., Cornell University, 1997) is Assistant
Professor of Psychology at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mi-
chigan. His research concerns cross-cultural cognition and cogni-
tive development, especially as they relate to religion. In his brief
career, Professor Barrett has delivered some thirty national and
international addresses regarding the intersection of cognition
and religion. His articles have appeared in such journals as Child
Development; Cognitive Psychology; Current Trends in Cognitive Sciences;
Method & Theory in the Study of Religion; and Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion. Professor Barrett’s inspiration for studying cogni-
tive development comes from his two children, Skylar and Sierra.
When not pursuing his academic interests, he enjoys athletics,

vil
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singing and playing guitar, cooking, and relieving his wife Sherry
Barrett from primary child-care duties.

STEWART ELLIOTT GUTHRIE (Ph.D., Yale University, 1976) is
Professor of Anthropology at Fordham University and a founding
member of The Anthropology of Religion Section of the Amer-
ican Anthropological Association. Professor Guthrie writes on
religion, anthropomorphism, and animism. His publications
include, among others, “Anthropomorphism™ in ZEncyclopaedia
Britannica (forthcoming); Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion
(Oxford University Press 1993; paperback 1995); A Fapanese New
Religion: Rissho Kosei-kai in a Mountain Hamlet (University of Mi-
chigan CJS Monographs in Fapanese Studies Vol. 1, 1988); and “A
Cognitive Theory of Religion (Current Anthropology 21 (2): 181—203,
with C4 treatment, 1980). Professor Guthrie has worked for some
twenty years on a cognitive account of religion, supported by
grants from the Fulbright Commission, the National Science
Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
American Council of Learned Societies, and the Japan Founda-
tion. He has just completed a term as Fulbright Professor of
Comparative Religion at the University of Turku, Finland.

MATTI KAMPPINEN (Ph.D., University of Turku, 1989) is Senior
Lecturer in Comparative Religion at Turku University, Finland.
Professor Kamppinen has been a research fellow at the Academy
of Finland and Cornell University. He also is affiliated with the
Finland Futures Research Centre at the Turku School of Eco-
nomics and Business Administration. Professor Kamppinen has
conducted anthropological research in the Peruvian Amazon and
western Finland, where he studied cultural models of illnesses and
risks. Currently, he is investigating cultural models of time and the
impacts of information technology on time perspectives. His
publications include A Historical Introduction to  Phenomenology
(Croom Helm 1987, co-authored with Seppo Sajama); Cognitive
Systems and Cultural Models of Iliness (Academia Scientiarum Fennica
1989); Consciousness, Cognitive Schemata and Relativism (Kluwer Aca-
demic 1993, edited); and Consciousness in Philosophy and Cognitive
Neuroscience (Lawrence Erlbaum 1994, co-edited with Antti Re-
vonsuo). His most recent publication is a monograph, Angelic
Times (in Finnish), which deals with cultural time perspectives.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521173186

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-17318-6 - Religion in Mind: Cognitive Perspectives on Religious Belief, Ritual,
and Experience

Edited by Jensine Andresen

Frontmatter

More information

Notes on contributors X

E. THOMAS LAWSON (Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1963) is Pro-
fessor and Chair of Comparative Religion at Western Michigan
University. His research focuses upon employing the resources of
cognitive science as a means to develop an explanatory under-
standing of religious ideas and practices, particularly rituals. His
publications include Rethinking Religion: Connecting Cognition and
Culture (Cambridge University Press 1990) which he co-authored
with Robert N. McCauley; Religions of Africa: Traditions in Trans-
JSormation (Waveland Press 1998); and numerous articles in encyclo-
pedias and scholarly journals. His article “Religious Ideas and
Practices” was recently published in the MIT Encyclopedia for
Cognitive Science (The MI'T Press 1999). He is the editor of Numen:
An International Review for the History of Religions, and has received
numerous awards and fellowships including The Distinguished
Faculty Scholar Award, The Michigan Association of Governing
Boards Award, and the Alumni Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing.

ROBERT N. MGCAULEY (Ph.D.; University of Chicago, 1979) is
Professor of Philosophy at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.
He is the co-author, with E. Thomas Lawson, of Rethinking Religion:
Connecting Cognition and Culture (Cambridge University Press 1990);
and the editor of The Churchlands and Therr Critics (Blackwell
Publishers 1996). He has also published in such journals as
Philosophical Psychology; Philosophy of Science; Synthese; Method & Theory
in the Study of Religion; Journal of the American Academy of Religion; and
History of Religions. Professor McCauley has received awards or
fellowships from the Council for Philosophical Studies, the Amer-
ican Council of Learned Societies, the Lilly Endowment, the
National Endowment for the Humanities, and the American
Academy of Religion. He served as President of the Society for
Philosophy and Psychology from 1997 to 1998. The winner of
numerous teaching awards, Professor McCauley was the inau-
gural Massee-Martin/NEH Distinguished Teaching Professor at
Emory University (1994—1998).

PATRICK MCNAMARA (Ph.D.; Boston University, 1991) is Assistant
Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Boston University School of
Medicine. He has published widely on catecholaminergic influ-
ences on higher cortical functions, frontal lobes, the cognitive
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science of dreaming, biomedical ethics of organ and tissue
donation, philosophy of memory and mind, and neuropsycho-
logical correlates of religion. His book, Mind and Variability: Mental
Darwinism, Memory and Self (Praeger 1999) applies Darwinian
selectionist ideas to problems of memory and identity. Dr.
McNamara currently is completing another book on executive
cognitive functions of the human frontal lobes.

ILKKA PYYSIAINEN (Ph.D., Helsinki University, 1993) is Associate
Professor of Comparative Religion at the Universities of Turku
and Helsinki, Finland. Currently Professor Pyysidinen is Senior
Research Associate at the Academy of Finland. His publications
include Beyond Language and Reason. Mysticism in Indian Buddhism
(Academia Scientiarum Fennica 1993); Belief and Beyond (Abo
Akademi 1996); Fumalan selitys [God Explained] (Otava 1997); and
a number of articles in, e.g., Asian Philosophy; Method & Theory in the
Study of Religion; and Numen. He 1s currently doing empirical
research on “‘the religious” as a cognitive category.

BENSON SALER (Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, 1960) is Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology at Brandeis University and a founding
member of the Anthropology of Religion section of the American
Anthropological Association. He has also taught at The Univer-
sity of Connecticut and in the summer program at Colombia
University. From 1978 to 1979 he was the Sir Isaac Wolfson
Visiting Professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has
carried out ethnographic fieldwork among Maya-Quiche in Gua-
temala and among Wayt (Guajiro) in northern Colombia and
Venezuela. He is currently engaged in studying the “alien abduc-
tion phenomenon” in the United States. His publications include
Los Wayi (Guagiro) in Los aborigenes de Venezuela, vol. 111, pp. 25—145
(Fundaciéon La Salle de Ciencias Naturales, Caracas 1988); Con-
ceptualizing Religion: Immanent Anthropologists, Transcendent Natives, and
Unbounded Categories (E. J. Brill 1993, paperback by Berghahn
Books 2000); and a co-authored work, UFO Crash at Roswell: The
Genesis of a Modern Myth (The Smithsonian Institution Press 1997).

FRANCISGO J. VARELA (Ph.D., Harvard University, 1970) lives and
works in France, where he is Director of Research at the Centre
Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), a senior member
of CREA, Ecole Polytechnique, and Head of the Neurodynamics
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Unit at LENA (Laboratory of Cognitive Neurosciences and Brain
Imaging) at the Salpetriere Hospital, Paris. His interests have
centered on the biological mechanisms of cognitive phenomena
and human consciousness, at both the level of experimental
research in cognitive neuroscience and conceptual foundations.
He has contributed 150 articles to scientific journals on these
matters, and he also is the author and/or editor of thirteen books,
including The Embodied Mind (The MIT Press 1992); and, more
recently, Naturalizing Phenomenology: Contemporary Issues in Phenomen-
ology and Cognitive Science (Stanford University Press 1999); and The
View from Within: First-person Methods in the Study of Consciousness
(Imprint Academic 1999).
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