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How should state-sponsored atrocities be judged and remembered? This contro-
versial question animates contemporary debates on transitional justice and recon-
ciliation. This book reconsiders the legacies of two institutions that transformed
the theory and practice of transitional justice. Whereas the International Military
Tribunal at Nuremberg came to exemplify the promise of legalism and interna-
tional criminal justice, South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
promoted restorative justice and truth commissions. Bronwyn Leebaw argues
that the two frameworks share a common problem: Both rely on criminal justice
strategies to investigate experiences of individual victims and perpetrators, which
undermines their critical role as responses to systematic atrocities. Drawing on
the work of influential transitional justice institutions and thinkers such as Judith
Shklar, Hannah Arendt, José Zalaquett, and Desmond Tutu, Leebaw offers a
new approach to thinking about the critical role of transitional justice — one that
emphasizes the importance of political judgment and investigations that examine
complicity in, and resistance to, systematic atrocities.

BRONWYN LEEBAW is currently an assistant professor in the political science
department at the University of California, Riverside. Her interest in transitional
justice, restorative justice, and human rights has led her to South Africa, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and The Hague, Netherlands. Leebaw has published several arti-
cles on these topics in journals such as Perspectives on Politics, Human Rights
Quarterly, and Polity.
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