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Introduction
Who is the course for?

Cambridge Academic English is for any student who needs English for their academic studies.

It is an integrated skills course, which means that, at each of the levels, students will develop their 
abilities in reading, writing, listening and speaking in an academic context. In your classes, there 
will probably be students studying or hoping to go on to study many different subjects. With this 
in mind, Cambridge Academic English includes topics and texts that will be of interest to students 
working in all subjects. However, some parts of the course also help students to develop abilities 
relevant to their particular area of study.

Using the Teacher’s Book 

The main intention of this Teacher’s Book is to enable teachers to use the Student’s Book in the 
best way possible. The notes have been organised in such a way that they can act as a guide for 
inexperienced teachers or teachers whose fi rst language is not English, as well as a supplement 
and reference point for more experienced EAP practitioners. A wide range of information is included 
in the book, focusing in particular on the following areas.

4

Optional extension

Ask students to find the following words in the text in 
2.3. Ask them what clues they have which could help 
them identify the meaning.
–  universal (line 6): from the same word family as 

universe 
–  disproportionately (line 8): dis = negative prefix; 

ly = adverb suffix
–  finite (line 18): from the same family as final/finish 
–  unsustainable (line 25): un = negative prefix; 

able = adjective suffix
–  communicable (line 39): from the same word family as 

communicate; able = adjective suffix

6 Vocabulary building: adjectives 

6.1 Optional lead-in

Elicit the following information about how adjectives 
work, specifically in the context of academic English:
– they provide additional information about nouns;
–  they should be used in academic English only when 

they genuinely add meaning to the text; 
– they usually precede nouns (unlike in many languages).

1 finite
2 straightforward 
3 communicable 
4 crucial 
5 universal; assured 
6 widespread; infinite 

Optional extension: Stronger classes

Ask students to explain the different connotation 
between the adjectives used in 6.1 and why certain 
adjectives used may be preferable in academic English.
1 Finite suggests a greater degree of finality than 

limited.
2 Straightforward is more specific than simple. 
3 Communicable is a more technical word, and more 

precise than passed from one person to another –it 
also collocates strongly with diseases.

4 Crucial is a powerful, one-word adjective rather than 
the more complicated adverb + adjective extremely 
important.

5 Universal collocates strongly with education. In this 
context, assured suggests that the food supply is not 
dependent on any third party, whereas guaranteed 
suggests the more significant role of external factors. 

6 Among many people and in many places is a clumsy 
phrase and not very academic sounding (people is 
also quite a general term). Infinite is a stronger word 
than unlimited.

Listening and speaking 

7 Introducing your presentation

7.1 Optional lead-in

Ask students to brainstorm the kind of information which 
they would expect in the introduction of a presentation 
(e.g. overview of main topics, general background 
information, rationale, importance of topic).

a  Students look at slides A and B and predict which 
words go in the spaces. 

b Play 1.2 .

A types of taxation
B voting systems

8 Clarifying key terms

8.1 Elicit the following information about basic 
text-organisation principles: 

– subject-verb-object is the normal word order;

– auxiliary verbs usually come before main verbs ;

– prepositions usually come before nouns;

– adjectives usually come before nouns.

Students try to complete the talk, based on the 
principles outlined above. Students check their 
predicted answers with a partner. Then play 1.3  to 
check.

2 here I’ll focus on 
3 This is when 
4 What’s meant by this is that 
5 In other words

8.2a b 2
c 3, 4, 5

     b a 7
b 6
c 8, 9, 10 

Language note

The following language features are generally acceptable 
in presentations, but less so in academic writing:
– use of I (here I’ll focus on)
–  use of present continuous to outline ideas (I’m going to 

highlight)
– contractions (That’s)
– cleft sentences (What’s meant by this is …)
– rhetorical questions (Why is this important?)

 Unit 1    Choices and implications 13
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Grammar and 
language notes which 
provide detailed 
information about 
diffi cult items and 
references to common 
learner errors, which 
can help you answer 
specifi c queries which 
may arise in the 
classroom.

Specifi c teaching 
strategies and 
procedures which 
correspond with 
the Student’s 
Book activities.

Recommended 
interactions 
or groupings 
for particular 
activities. 

Optional activities, 
which can help 
extend and clarify 
important areas.

Full and detailed 
answer keys.
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What kind of language does the course teach?

Cambridge Academic English uses authentic academic English. The texts students will read are 
taken from the kinds of textbooks and journal articles that they might be recommended to read by 
their subject tutors. Students may fi nd these challenging at fi rst, but they will learn strategies in the 
course to help them cope. We believe that working with authentic texts in EAP is the best way of 
preparing to read them during students’ academic course of study.

The lectures students will watch are delivered by experienced lecturers and researchers. In many 
colleges and universities around the world, students will be taught in English by some tutors who 
are native English speakers and others who are non-native English speakers. To help students 
prepare for this, both native and non-native English-speaking lecturers have been included in this 
course.

The vocabulary focused on in the course has been selected as being of particular importance in 
academic writing, reading, lectures and seminars. In choosing what to teach, we have made use 
of the Academic Word List compiled by Averil Coxhead (see www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/
academicwordlist/ for more information). This list includes many of the words that you are likely to 
meet in your academic studies.

To make sure that the language we teach in the course is authentic, we have made extensive use 
of the Cambrige Academic English Corpus (CAEC) in preparing the material.

 What is the Cambridge Academic English Corpus?

The CAEC is a collection of 400 million words comprising two parts. One is a collection of written 
academic language taken from textbooks and journals written in both British and American English. 
The second is a collection of spoken language from academic lectures and seminars. In both parts 
of the corpus, a wide variety of academic subject areas is covered. In addition to the CAEC, we have 
looked at language from a 1.7 million word corpus of scripts written by students taking the IELTS 
test.

Conducting our research using these corpora has allowed us to learn more about academic 
language in use, and also about the common errors made by students when using academic 
English. Using this information, we can be sure that the material in this course is built on sound 
evidence of how English is used in a wide variety of academic contexts. We use the CAEC to 
provide authentic examples of how language is used, and to give you useful facts about how often 
and in what contexts certain words and phrases are used in academic writing.

 5

10.3 Model answer
In modern society, the way that the general public views scientists and 
their work is important. One reason is that it can affect whether young 
people decide to take up a career in science. The media clearly has 
a significant influence on the image of scientists that is presented to 
people. In films and television, for example, they are often shown as 
being mad or out of touch with the real world. However, the media is 
not the only influence on people’s view of scientists and their work. For 
example, most people study science at school, and this experience 
may have an impact. Here I will argue that although the media plays a 
part in forming people’s views, other factors may be equally influential. 

10.4a Model answer
The issue of social responsibility within companies has become 
increasingly important in recent years. The influence of globalisation 
has made this issue even more important for large international 
companies. Many companies feel that it is not only the ‘right thing’ to 
be more socially responsible, but that there are commercial advantages 
as well. This said, profits are still the driving force of the overwhelming 
majority of companies, and amongst certain types of businesses, old 
attitudes still prevail. This essay will explore the interplay of these 
various matters, focusing on several case studies in the process, and 
will attempt to predict what changes may occur in the future.

Model answers
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A photocopiable Model answers section at 
the end of relevant units.

Optional extension

Finding information about research projects, page 134
(instructions, page 140)

PHOTOCOPIABLE

A bank of extra photocopiable activities. Photocopiable slides to 
accompany the DVD ROM. 
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