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In this second edition of the best-selling Cambridge Companion to
Christian Ethics, Robin Gill brings together twenty chapters by lead-
ing experts, to provide a comprehensive introduction to Christian eth-
ics that is both authoritative and up to date. This volume boasts four
entirely new chapters, while previous chapters and the bibliography
have been updated to reflect significant developments in the field over
the last decade. Gill offers a superb overview of the subject, examining
the scriptural bases of ethics as well as discussing Christian ethics in
the context of contemporary issues, including war and the arms trade,
social justice, ecology, economics, medicine, and genetics.

All of the contributors have a proven track record of balanced, com-
prehensive and comprehensible writing, making this book an accessible
and invaluable resource not only for students in upper-level undergradu-
ate courses, graduate students and teachers, but for anyone interested
in Christian ethics today.

Robin Gill is Professor of Applied Theology at the University of Kent,
Canterbury and General Editor of the New Studies in Christian Ethics
series. His recent books include Health Care and Christian Ethics
(Cambridge, 2006), A Textbook of Christian Ethics (2006) and a forth-
coming three-volume work, Sociological Theology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE COMPANIONS TO RELIGION

A series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters
by international scholars which provide an accessible and stimulating
introduction to the subject for new readers and non-specialists.

Other titles in the series

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
edited by Colin Gunton (1997)
9780521471183 hardback 0780521476959 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION
edited by John Barton (1998)
9780521481441 hardback 9780521485937 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO DIETRICH BONHOEFFER
edited by John de Gruchy (1999)
9780521582582 hardback 9780521587815 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO KARL BARTH
edited by John Webster (2000)
9780521584760 hardback 9780521585606 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO JESUS
edited by Markus Bockmuehl (2001)
9780521792615 hardback 9780521796781 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO FEMINIST THEOLOGY
edited by Susan Frank Parsons (2002)
9780521663274 hardback 9780521663809 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO MARTIN LUTHER
edited by Donald K. McKim (2003)
9780521816489 hardback 9780521016735 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO ST PAUL
edited by James D. G. Dunn (2003)

9780521781558 hardback 9780521786942 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO POSTMODERN THEOLOGY
edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer (2003)

9780521790628 hardback 9780521793957 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO JOHN CALVIN

edited by Donald K. McKim (2004)

9780521816472 hardback 9780521016728 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO HANS URS VON BALTHASAR
edited by Edward T. Oakes, SJ and David Moss (2004)
9780521814676 hardback 9780521891479 paperback

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO REFORMATION THEOLOGY
edited by David Bagchi and David Steinmetz (2004)

9780521772242 hardback 9780521776622 paperback

Continued at the back of the book

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO

CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

University of Kent

5§ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521164832

© Cambridge University Press 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012
4th printing 2014

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

The Cambridge companion to Christian ethics / edited by Robin Gill. - 2nd ed.
p. cm. - (Cambridge companions to religion)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-00007-0 (hardback) - 1SBN 978-0-521-16483-2 (paperback)
1. Christian ethics. 1. Gill, Robin. II. Title: Christian ethics. III. Series.
BJ1251.C246 2011
241-dc23
2011031542

ISBN 978-1-107-00007-0 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-16483-2 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter
More information

Contents
Notes on contributors page ix
Preface xiii

Part I The grounds of Christian ethics

1 Making moral decisions 3
ROWAN WILLIAMS

2 Moral traditions in eastern and western
Christianity 16
ROBIN W. LOVIN

3 The Old Testament and Christian
ethics 28
JOHN ROGERSON

4 The gospels and Christian ethics 41
ALLEN VERHEY

5 The epistles and Christian ethics S4
STEPHEN C. BARTON

Part I Approaches to Christian ethics

6 Natural law and Christian ethics 67
STEPHEN J. POPE

7 Virtue ethics 87
JEAN PORTER

8 Gender and Christian ethics 103
LISA SOWLE CAHILL

9 Liberation ethics 117
TIM GORRINGE

10 Christian ethics in Asia 131

PENIEL RAJKUMAR

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition

Edited by Robin Gill
Frontmatter
More information

viii Contents

11 Christian ethics: a Jewish perspective

I2

Part IIT
13

14

IS

16

17

18

19

20

RONALD M. GREEN

Other faiths and Christian ethics
GAVIN D’COSTA

Issues in Christian ethics

Christianity and war
R. JOHN ELFORD

The arms trade and Christian ethics
ROBIN GILL

Social justice and welfare
DUNCAN B. FORRESTER

Ecology and Christian ethics
MICHAEL S. NORTHCOTT

Business, economics and Christian
ethics

MAX L. STACKHOUSE WITH

DAVID W. MILLER

World family trends
DON BROWNING

Sexuality and religious ethics
ROBIN GILL

Christian ethics, medicine
and genetics
JAMES F. CHILDRESS

Select bibliography
Index

145

162

179

192

205

219

239

257

271

287

305
319

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

Contributors

Stephen C. Barton is Emeritus Reader in New Testament in the Department of
Theology, University of Durham. His books include Discipleship and Family
Ties in Mark and Matthew (Cambridge, 1994), Invitation to the Bible (1997) and
Life Together (2001).

Don Browning agreed to the revision of his chapter but sadly died before publi-
cation. He was Alexander Campbell Professor of Religious Ethics and the Social
Sciences for many years at the Divinity School of the University of Chicago.
Among his books were A Fundamental Practical Theology (1991) and Marriage
and Modernization (2003), and he was co-author of From Culture Wars to
Common Ground: Religion and the American Family Debate (1997).

Lisa Sowle Cahill is J. Donald Monan, s; Professor of Theology at Boston
College, Massachusetts. Her books include Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics
(Cambridge, 1996), Family: A Christian Social Perspective (2000), Bioethics and
the Common Good (2004) and Theological Bioethics (2005).

James F. Childress is John Allen Hollingsworth Professor of Ethics and Professor
of Medical Education at the University of Virginia. He is co-editor of Christian
Ethics: Problems and Prospects (1996) and co-author of Principles of Biomedical
Ethics (6th edn, 2008)

Gavin D’Costa is Professor of Catholic Theology at the University of Bristol. His
recent books include The Trinity and the Meeting of Religions (2000), Theology
in the Public Square (2005) and Christianity and the World Religions (2009).

R. John Elford is Emeritus Pro-Rector of Liverpool Hope University College.
Among his publications are The Pastoral Nature of Theology (1999) and The
Ethics of Uncertainty (2000).

Duncan B. Forrester is Emeritus Professor of Divinity at the University of
Edinburgh. Among his recent books are Christian Justice and Public Policy
(Cambridge, 1997), Truthful Action (2000) and Theological Fragments (2005).

Robin Gill is Professor of Applied Theology at the University of Kent, Canterbury
and General Editor of the Cambridge New Studies in Christian Ethics. Among
his recent books are Health Care and Christian Ethics (Cambridge, 2006), A
Textbook of Christian Ethics (3rd edn, 2006). He is currently working on a three-
volume work, Sociological Theology.

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

x Notes on contributors

Tim Gorringe is Professor of Theological Studies at the University of Exeter. His
recent books include Karl Barth: Against Hegemony (1999), A Theology of the
Built Environment (2002), Furthering Humanity: A Theology of Culture (2004)
and The Common Good and the Global Emergency (Cambridge, 2011).

Ronald M. Green is the Eunice and Julian Cohen Professor for the Study of
Ethics and Human Values at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire.
His books include Kierkegaard and Kant: The Hidden Debt (1992), The Human
Embryo Research Debates (2001) and Babies by Design: The Ethics of Genetic
Choice (2007).

Robin W. Lovin is Cary M. Maguire University Professor of Ethics at Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, and a former Dean of Perkins School of
Theology. His publications include Reinhold Niebuhr and Christian Realism
(Cambridge, 1995) and Christian Realism and the New Realities (Cambridge,
2008).

David W. Miller is Director of the Princeton Faith and Work Initiative, and
Associate Lecturer at Princeton University. A former senior executive in inter-
national finance, he is author of God at Work: The History and Promise of the
Faith at Work Movement (2007).

Michael S. Northcott is Professor of Ethics in the School of Divinity at the
University of Edinburgh. His recent publications include The Environment and
Christian Ethics (Cambridge, 1996), A Moral Climate: The Ethics of Global
Warming (2007) and Cuttlefish, Clones and Cluster Bombs (2010).

Stephen J. Pope is Professor of Theology at Boston College, Massachusetts. His
publications include The Evolution of Altruism and the Ordering of Love (1994)
and Human Evolution and Christian Ethics (Cambridge, 2007).

Jean Porter is John O’Brien Professor of Theology at the University of Notre
Dame, Indiana. Her books include Moral Action and Christian Ethics (Cambridge,
1995), Natural and Divine Law (1999), Nature as Reason (2005) and Ministers of
the Law: A Natural Law Theory of Legal Authority (2010)

Peniel Rajkumar is Lecturer in Christian Social Ethics at the United Theological
College, Bangalore, India and author of Dalit Theology and Dalit Liberation:
Problems, Paradigms and Possibilities (2010).

John Rogerson is Emeritus Professor of Biblical Studies at the University of
Sheffield. His recent books include Theory and Practice in Old Testament
Ethics (2004), According to the Scriptures! The Challenge of Using the Bible in
Social, Moral and Political Questions (2007) and An Introduction to the Bible
(rev. edn, 2011).

Max L. Stackhouse is Emeritus Professor of Reformed Theology and Public
Life at Princeton Theological Seminary, and chief author/editor of God and
Globalization (4 vols., 2000-7).

Allen Verhey is Professor of Theological Ethics in the Divinity School at
Duke University. Among his recent books are Remembering Jesus: Christian

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

Notes on contributors xi

Community, Scripture and the Moral Life (2002) and Reading the Bible in the
Strange World of Medicine (2003).

Rowan Williams is Archbishop of Canterbury and a former Lady Margaret
Professor of Divinity at the University of Oxford. His recent publications
include Sergii Bulgakov: Towards a Russian Political Theology (1999), Lost
Icons: Reflections on Cultural Bereavement (2000) and Dostoevsky: Language,
Faith and Fiction (2008).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521164832
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-16483-2 - The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics: Second Edition
Edited by Robin Gill

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

It is a sign of the vibrancy of Christian ethics that, ten years after it was
first published, this Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics needed
to be radically updated. At first I thought that a couple of fresh chapters
and a slight updating of endnotes would be sufficient, but I was soon
proved wrong. Vibrant developments in Asian Christian ethics, in glo-
bal studies of Christianity and in religious ethics needed to be properly
addressed. In addition, the traumatic destruction of the Twin Towers in
2001 and the London bombings in 2005, as well as the economic crisis
that emerged in 2008, could not be ignored. The issue of sexuality could
no longer simply be assumed under the heading of ‘world family trends’:
throughout the last decade deep divisions over homosexuality, espe-
cially, have emerged within many denominations. The result is four
entirely new chapters — Chapters 2, 4, 10 and 19 — and many changes in
other chapters.

Following the same formula as other Cambridge Companions, this
collection of twenty chapters has been written by leading experts in the
subject and is aimed at students in upper-level undergraduate courses,
graduate students, teachers and other interested parties within churches
or in adjacent academic disciplines. It should provide a fairly compre-
hensive introduction to Christian ethics that is both authoritative and
up to date. All of the contributors have also been chosen because they
have a proven track record of balanced, comprehensive and comprehen-
sible writing.

The Companion is in three parts. The first of these considers the
crucial relationship of Christian ethics both to the Bible itself and to
modern biblical studies. Rowan Williams’ opening chapter sets the
broad theological and ecclesiastical contexts for this relationship. An
earlier version of this chapter was given at a key plenary session of the
Anglican Lambeth Conference of Bishops in the summer of 1998 in
Canterbury. Underlying many of the debates at this vexed international
conference was the question of the authority of scripture. The second

X111
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xiv  Preface

chapter, by Robin Lovin, puts the discipline into a global perspective,
comparing and contrasting moral traditions in both eastern and western
Christian ethics. John Rogerson then examines the challenges facing
Christian ethics in its use of the Old Testament. Allen Verhey turns
to the gospels, showing how they can be used within Christian ethics
today. Finally in this part Stephen Barton looks critically at the epistles
and Christian ethics.

The second part of the Companion examines different, and some-
times competing, approaches to Christian ethics. Stephen Pope provides
a wide-ranging survey of natural-law approaches to the discipline. This
is followed by a similar critical survey by Jean Porter of different forms
of virtue ethics. Lisa Sowle Cahill then examines the contentious ques-
tions of gender and Christian ethics and, in the process, makes extensive
use of Susan Frank Parsons’ well-received threefold typology of fem-
inist ethics. Tim Gorringe next examines the concept of liberation in
Christian ethics, a concept that has been highly influential within both
political and gender issues. Peniel Rajkumar, himself a Dalit theologian,
brings an insider’s perspective on the fascinating forms of Christian eth-
ics that are emerging in Asia. Ronald Green and Gavin D’Costa then
provide contrasting chapters on the relationship of Christian ethics to
other forms of religious ethics. Ronald Green writes as a Jew who also
has extensive knowledge of Christian ethics. Indeed, an earlier version
of this chapter was first given as his Presidential Address to the Society
of Christian Ethics. Gavin D’Costa writes as a Roman Catholic who has
a high reputation as a mediator between Christians and Jews.

The third part of the Companion examines some crucial issues in
modern Christian ethics. It would be impossible to cover adequately
all of the issues that currently concern Christian ethicists, so inevit-
ably I have been selective. Christian ethics has been influential in sev-
eral political and social contexts around the world over the last few
decades. Despite evidence of growing pluralism and secularity in many
countries, a number of theologians and church leaders have been instru-
mental in effecting crucial changes. Pope John Paul II, Mother Teresa,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Robin Eames and Dr Martin
Luther King, Jr all proved to be surprisingly influential in deeply trou-
bled political and social contexts in the second, supposedly godless, half
of the twentieth century.

The first two chapters in this third part, by John Elford and myself,
analyse an area of Christian influence in social ethics that has been
more abiding than almost any other, namely a discussion about the
concept of the just war. John Elford’s chapter sets the broad frame of
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this discussion, whereas my own locates it specifically in the debate
about the arms trade in a context of recent wars and conflicts in the
Gulf, Iraq and the Balkans. Duncan Forrester’s chapter then examines
rival accounts of social justice and locates them specifically in the con-
text of welfare provision. Michael Northcott next provides a forceful
theological case for deeper ecological involvement by Christian ethi-
cists. Max Stackhouse, assisted in his chapter by David Miller, presents
a broad critical survey of different Christian ethical approaches to busi-
ness and economics. The late Don Browning’s chapter offers a powerful
Christian critique of family trends around the world. My own sub-
sequent chapter looks specifically at contentious issues in sexuality,
finally arguing that different religious traditions might actually learn
something from each other in the modern world. They then might be
able to contribute more constructively on global issues such as AIDS.
Finally James Childress provides a wide-ranging chapter in the area that
he has made so effectively his own, namely medicine and genetics as
they relate to Christian ethics.

Of course, this Companion is only a taster. However, I hope that
these chapters and the notes attached to them will inspire readers to
delve more deeply into Christian ethics in the future. For thoughtful
Christians who are concerned about the modern world there surely can-
not be a more important discipline.
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