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June 2009

Members of Congress:

On behalf of the National Science and Technology Council, the U.S. Global Change Research Program is pleased to
transmit to the President and the Congress this state of knowledge report: “Global Climate Change Impacts in the United

States.” This report summarizes the science of climate change and the impacts of climate change on the United States,
now and in the future.

As our nation strives to develop effective policies to respond to climate change, it is critical to have the latest and best
scientific information to inform decision making. More than a year in the making, this report provides that information.

It is the first report in almost a decade to provide an extensive evaluation of climate change impacts on the United States
at the regional level.

An expert team of scientists operating under the authority of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, assisted by
communication specialists, wrote the document. The report was reviewed and revised based on comments from experts

and the public in accordance with the Information Quality Act guidelines issued by the Department of Commerce and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

We highly commend the authors and support personnel of both this report and the underlying Synthesis and Assessment
Products for the outstanding quality of their work in providing sound and thorough science-based information for policy
formulation and climate change research priority setting. We intend to use the essential information contained in this
report as we make policies and decisions about the future, and we recommend others do the same.

Sincerely,
Dr. John Holdren Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Director, Administrator,
Office of Science and Technology Policy National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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