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   Irish Imperial Networks 

  This is an innovative study of the role of Ireland and the Irish in the 
British Empire, which examines the intellectual, cultural and pol-
itical interconnections between nineteenth-century British imper-
ial, Irish and Indian history. Barry Crosbie argues that Ireland was 
a crucial sub-imperial centre for the British Empire in South Asia 
that provided a signifi cant amount of the manpower, intellectual and 
fi nancial capital that fuelled Britain’s drive into Asia from the 1750s 
onward. He shows the important role that Ireland played as a centre 
for recruitment for the armed forces, the medical and civil services, 
and the many missionary and scientifi c bodies established in South 
Asia during the colonial period. In doing so, the book also reveals the 
important part that the Empire played in shaping Ireland’s domestic 
institutions, family life and identity in equally signifi cant ways. 

  B A R RY  C RO S B I E   is Assistant Professor of European History in the 
Department of History at the University of Macau.   
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  This book is dedicated to my wife and family   
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 This book examines the historical interconnections between Ireland, 
India and the British Empire in the late eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, a greatly overlooked subject in the scholarship of modern 
Irish, British imperial and South Asian history. Specifi cally, the book 
focuses on the role of imperial networks and how Irish people in India 
set about circulating their own ideas, practices and material goods 
across the Empire during the colonial period. Indeed, the geograph-
ical connections and networks linking different parts of the world 
traced in this book refl ect my own personal journey and career path 
to date that has taken me back and forth across what was once the 
British Empire. 

 My earliest encounter with the Empire and its long, complex his-
tory began as a child growing up in County Wexford, an important 
site of Cromwellian conquest and English colonisation in Ireland 
during the late 1640s. It was in Wexford, where my parents’ house lay 
in close proximity to the walled, mysterious environs of ‘Cromwell’s 
Fort’, that I fi rst became interested in the idea of colonialism and in 
developing an understanding of how Ireland’s past has been shaped 
by it. Later, as a student of history my studies took me to Cambridge, 
for so long one of the great intellectual centres of the Empire, where 
I learned to appreciate how colonial histories were seldom isolated, 
individual histories, but were in fact closely interwoven narratives 
whose common themes were replicated across different parts of the 
globe. 

 Subsequent spells spent researching and writing this book in many 
former British colonies, including India, Sri Lanka and Trinidad and 
Tobago, have served to further develop my understanding of colonial 
histories, where I have been fortunate enough to appreciate fi rst hand 
the diverse manifestations of the Empire’s profound impact on the lives 
and spaces of those involved in it. 

 Today, teaching in Macau, a former Portuguese colony neighbour-
ing Hong Kong, whose university’s language of instruction is English, 

 Preface   
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it appears the legacy and global impact of the British Empire endures. 
Given the relatively recent phenomenon of British decolonisation in 
East Asia with the reversion of Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty, it 
is perhaps fi tting that the book now reaches the end of its journey with 
me on the China coast.    
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