
BLAKE’S GIFTS

The idea of the gift, in contrast to concepts of commercial exchange
or the exercise of self-interest at the expense of social ties, is integral
to the ways in which William Blake thought about his art, and the
production and dissemination of his work. Sarah Haggarty offers a
sophisticated and thorough account of the idea of the gift in Blake’s
writing and designs, examining both the theoretical implications of
the term, and the way it plays out in specific textual and visual
contexts within Blake’s works. Elegantly written, thoughtful, and
closely argued, this book explores particular passages with great
dexterity and in a style that enables the reader to participate in the
experience of discovering the significance of “the gift” for under-
standing Blake’s work.

sarah haggarty is Teaching Fellow in English at Southampton
University. She is co-editor of and a contributor to Blake and
Conflict (with Jon Mee, 2008), and co-author of William Blake:
Songs of Innocence and of Experience (1794) (with Jon Mee,
forthcoming).
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s a formidable
array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not just in poetry,
which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of writing. The
expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and the political
stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth called those
“great national events” that were “almost daily taking place”: the French Revolu-
tion, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industrialization, religious
revival, an expanded empire abroad, and the reformmovement at home. This was an
enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations between
science, philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked in texts such as Franken-
stein and Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A Vindication of the Rights of
Woman and Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; poetic form, content,
and style by the Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside Shakespeare studies,
probably no body of writing has produced such a wealth of comment or done so
much to shape the responses of modern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw
the emergence of those notions of “literature” and of literary history, especially
national literary history, on which modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one
will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either
side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published see end of book.
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Figure 1 William Blake, Illustrations of the Book of Job, pl. 5.
Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord.
Collection of Robert N. Essick. Copyright
# 2009 the William Blake Archive. Used with
permission. page 85

Figure 2 William Blake, Illustrations of the Book of Job,
pl. 19. Every one also gave him a piece of Money.
Collection of Robert N. Essick. Copyright
# 2009 the William Blake Archive. Used with
permission. 109

Figure 3 William Blake, Jerusalem, pl. 76. William Blake.
Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon
Collection. 180
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Abbreviations

Unless otherwise indicated, all citations of Blake’s writings are from The
Complete Poetry & Prose of William Blake, ed. by David V. Erdman, com.
by Harold Bloom, rev. edn. (New York, NY: Doubleday, 1988). The letter
‘E’ signifies Erdman’s page numbers; I also give plate and line numbers.
Erdman uses the following codings: italics within square brackets indicate
text deleted or written over; angle brackets enclose text added or written to
replace deletions.

Abbreviations of Blake’s works:
AL Annotations to Lavater
AllR All Religions Are One
AR Annotations to Reynolds
AT Annotations to Thornton
AW Annotations to Watson
DC Descriptive Catalogue
EG The Everlasting Gospel
FZ The Four Zoas
J Jerusalem
M Milton
MHH The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
PA Public Address
SE Songs of Experience
SI Songs of Innocence
U The [First] Book of Urizen
VDA Visions of the Daughters of Albion
VLJ A Vision of the Last Judgment

Other abbreviations:
BR G. E. Bentley, Jr., Blake Records, 2nd edn. (New Haven,

CT: Yale University Press, 2004)
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Stranger G. E. Bentley, Jr., The Stranger from Paradise: A Biography
of William Blake (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,
2001)

Gilchrist Alexander Gilchrist, The Life of William Blake, ed. by
W. Graham Robertson, 2nd edn. (London: John Lane,
1907; repr. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1998)
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