
Contents

Figures page xiii

Tables xvii

Acknowledgments xix

section i. an early formative mesoamerican problem

1 Introduction 3
Outline of Book 7

2 Knowledge in an Archipelago of Complexity 13
A Core/Periphery Perspective 14

Core/periphery perspectives in Mesoamerica 18
Gift Exchange and Social Debt 20
Conspicuous Consumption and Social Capital 22
Persuasive Display and Social Power 24
Local Cohesion Created through the Production of Gifts 27
Knowledge Kula and Social Inequality 29
An Archipelago of Complexity 34

Trobriand Islanders 39
Germanic Barbarians 40
Early Bronze Age Cyclades 41
Chavı́n Horizon Peru 43

Summary 45

3 Mesoamerica’s First Style Horizons and the “Olmec
Problem” 47
Early and Middle Formative Mesoamerican Style

Horizons and Culture History of the Soconusco
and the Gulf Coast 48

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-11102-7 - The Beginnings of Mesoamerican Civilization: Inter-Regional Interaction and the
Olmec
Robert M. Rosenswig
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521111027
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii

contents

Initial Ceramic Period 52
Horizon I 57
Horizon II 67
Horizon III 71

The “Olmec Problem” 75
Expected Patterns for Three Models of Inter-regional

Interaction 79
Initial Ceramic Period:

Hypothesis 1 (PPM) expectations 81
Initial Ceramic Period:

Hypothesis 2 (EEM) expectations 82
Initial Ceramic Period:

Hypothesis 3 (AAM) expectations 83
Horizon I: Hypothesis 1 (PPM) expectations 84
Horizon I: Hypothesis 2 (EEM) expectations 85
Horizon I: Hypothesis 3 (AAM) expectations 87
Horizon II: Hypothesis 1 (PPM) expectations 90
Horizon II: Hypothesis 2 (EEM) expectations 92
Horizon II: Hypothesis 3 (AAM) expectations 93
Summary 96

Creating Mutually Exclusive Hypotheses 96

section ii. archaeological data

4 Settlement Patterns and Architecture 105
Early and Middle Formative Settlement Patterns in the

Cuauhtémoc Zone 106
Survey methods 108

Survey Results 111
Comparisons between Soconusco and San Lorenzo

settlements 114
The Cuauhtémoc Site 117
Architectural Development at Cuauhtémoc 120
Summary of Settlement Patterns and Architecture 128

5 Diet, Food Processing and Feasting 132
The Context of Samples 135
Cuauhtémoc Diet 137

Faunal remains 137
Maize density 144
Bone isotopes 145
Summary of dietary evidence 146

Food Preparation at Cuauhtémoc 148
Ceramic data 151

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-11102-7 - The Beginnings of Mesoamerican Civilization: Inter-Regional Interaction and the
Olmec
Robert M. Rosenswig
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521111027
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ix

contents

Proportion of undecorated tecomates 152
Wall thickness of undecorated tecomates 153
Fire-cracked rock density 154
Ground stone density 155
Ground stone form 156
Conchas-phase grater bowls 157
Obsidian density 160
Summary of food preparation evidence 161

Feasting at Cuauhtémoc 162
Proportion of serving-to-cooking vessels 165
Wall thickness of decorated tecomates 166
Proportion of decorated dishes 167
Average rim diameter of decorated dishes 168
Rim diameters of decorated dishes 169
Summary of feasting evidence 171

Summary of the Cuauhtémoc Domestic Economy 172

6 Representation and Aesthetics 175
The Color of Ceramics 178

Quantitative changes in ceramic color scheme 180
Black and white ceramics on the Gulf Coast 181
White-rimmed black ware decorated dishes 183

Anthropomorphic Figurines 186
Quantitative changes 187
Qualitative changes 188

Effigy Pots and Ceramic Iconography 204
Initial Ceramic Period 205
Horizon I 209
Horizon II 217

Summary of Changing Aesthetics at Cuauhtémoc 222

7 Inter-regional Exchange Patterns 227
Soconusco–Gulf Coast Exchange Routes and Travel Time 228

Coastal route by foot 230
Coastal route by canoe 232
Highland routes 233

Obsidian Exchange 235
Cuauhtémoc obsidian sourcing results 237

Ceramic Exchange 241
Cuauhtémoc ceramic sourcing results 241

Other Exchanged Objects 244
Horizon I Estuary Sites 249
Summary of the Cuauhtémoc External Economy 253

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-11102-7 - The Beginnings of Mesoamerican Civilization: Inter-Regional Interaction and the
Olmec
Robert M. Rosenswig
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521111027
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x

contents

section iii. deriving meaning from the
archaeological record

8 Data and Expectations 259
Epistemology and Data 260
Evaluating the Soconusco Data 262
Initial Ceramic Period 263

Settlement/political organization 263
Subsistence and technology 268
Symbolism 268
Exchange 269
Directions for future work 269

Horizon I 270
Settlement/political organization 270
Subsistence and technology 272
Symbolism 273
Exchange 275
Directions for future work 276

Horizon II 277
Settlement/political organization 277
Subsistence and technology 278
Symbolism 279
Exchange 279
Directions for future work 280

Elite Emulation in Diachronic Perspective 281
Causation, Temporal Resolution and the Horizon I to

Horizon II Transition 285

9 Conclusion 291
Substantive Contribution 292

Settlement and architecture 292
Domestic economy 293
Ideology 294
Exchange 295
Summary 297

An Early Formative Mesoamerican Archipelago of
Complexity 297

Was San Lorenzo Mesoamerica’s Mother? 300
1. Subsistence production 301
2. Long-distance exchange 301
3. Cosmology and ritual 302
4. Social stratification 303
Summary 303

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-11102-7 - The Beginnings of Mesoamerican Civilization: Inter-Regional Interaction and the
Olmec
Robert M. Rosenswig
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521111027
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xi

contents

Was San Lorenzo a Chiefdom or a State? 304
A More Meaningful Way to Interpret Cultural Change 306
Historical Materialism and Mesoamerica’s First Horizons 308

Appendix 1 Temporally secure excavation contexts at
Cuauhtémoc with detailed ceramic data 315

Appendix 2 Temporally secure excavation contexts at
Cuauhtémoc without detailed ceramic data 320

References Cited 325

Index 361

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-11102-7 - The Beginnings of Mesoamerican Civilization: Inter-Regional Interaction and the
Olmec
Robert M. Rosenswig
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521111027
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

