Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge studies in medieval life and thought

A MARGINAL ECONOMY?

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge studies in medieval life and thought
Fourth series

General Editor:
J.C. HOLT

Professor of Medieval History and
Master of Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge

Advisory Editors:
C.N.L. BROOKE
Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History and
Fellow of Gonville and Caius College,
University of Cambridge

D.E. LUSCOMBE
Professor of Medieval History, University of Sheffield

The series Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought was inaugurated by
G.G. Coulton in 1920. Professor J.C. Holt now acts as General Editor of a Fourth
Series, with Professor C.N.L. Brooke and Professor D.E. Luscombe as Advisory
Editors. The series aims to bring together outstanding work by medieval scholars
over a wide range of human endeavour extending from political economy to the
history of ideas.

Titles in the series

1 The Beaumont Twins: The Roots and Branches of Power in the Twelfth

Century D.B. CROUCH

The Thought of Gregory the Great G.R. EVANS

The Government of England under Henry I JUDITH A. GREEN

Charity and Community in Medieval Cambridge MIRI RUBIN

Autonomy and Community: The Royal Manor of Havering, 1200-1500

MARJORIE KENISTON MCINTOSH

The Political Thought of Baldus de Ubaldis joseprH CANNING

7 Land and Power in Late Medieval Ferrara: The Rule of the Este, 1350—
1450 TREVOR DEAN

8 William of Tyre: Historian of the Latin East PETER W. EDBURY and JOHN
GORDON ROWE

9 The Royal Saints of Anglo-Saxon England: A Study of West Saxon and East
Anglian Cults SUSAN ). RIDYARD

10 John of Wales: A Study of the Works and Ideas of a Thirteenth-Century
Friar JENNY SWANSON

11 Richard III: A Study of Service ROSEMARY HORROX

12 A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later Middle Ages
MARK BAILEY

“v o W

=

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

A MARGINAL ECONOMY?

East Anglian Breckland in the
Later Middle Ages

MARK BAILEY
Research Fellow, Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge

" Y h
The right of the
University of Cambridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry VI in 1534
The University has printed
and published continuously
stnce 1584,

&
<<

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

CAMBRIDGE
NEW YORK NEW ROCHELLE MELBOURNE SYDNEY

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521365017

© Cambridge University Press 1989

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1989
This digitally printed version 2008

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Bailey, Mark.
A marginal economy? : East Anglian Breckland in the later Middle
Ages / Mark Bailey
p. cm. — (Cambridge studies in medieval life and thought:
4th ser., 12)
Bibliography.
Includes index.
ISBN 0 521 36501 5
1. Breckland (England) — Economic conditions. 2. Agriculture —
Economic aspects — England — Breckland — History. 1. Title.
II. Series.
HC257.B73835 1989
330.9426°14 — dc19 88-31140 CIP

ISBN 978-0-521-36501-7 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-07314-1 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

To my parents

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
List of maps page ix
List of tables X
Acknowledgements xiii
List of abbreviations XV
I AT THE MARGIN I
The margin and the medieval economy I
The region: East Anglian Breckland 25
Sources 37

2 FIELD SYSTEMS AND AGRARIAN TECHNIQUES IN

MEDIEVAL BRECKLAND 40
Field systems and the structure of landholdings 40
Cropping and pasturing arrangements 54
Agrarian techniques in medieval Breckland 85

3 EAST ANGLIAN BRECKLAND: A MARGINAL

ECONOMY? 97
A marginal economy 97
Settlement and population, 1086—1300 108
Agrarian specialisation and the development of

resources 11§
Trades and occupations 158
The wealth of a marginal economy 191

4 GROWTH, CRISIS AND CHANGE: ECONOMIC

PERFORMANCE 1300-1399 200

The agrarian crisis of 1315—22 and its aftermath 200

The Black Death and its aftermath 222

Pastoral farming 245

Trade 259
Vil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

S DECLINE AND RECOVERY: ECONOMIC

PERFORMANCE 1400—1540 265
The land market 265
Arable farming 280
Pastoral farming 289
Trade 304
The contraction of villages 309
CONCLUSION 319

Appendix Village of origin of aliens recorded in

Brandon, Lakenheath and Methwold court rolls 323
Bibliography 324
Index 343

viil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter
More information
MAPS
1 East Anglia showing Breckland 3
2 Breckland in the Middle Ages 42
3 Rabbit-warrens in medieval Breckland 130
4 Village of origin of aliens recorded in three Breckland
villages 148
ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

TABLES

page

1.1 Chemical composition of some soil samples from

Eriswell and Wangford 32
2.1 Pecia size in some Breckland villages 45
2.2 Location of four holdings in the fields of Brandon

In 1566 $1
2.3  Area of demesne arable land manured at

Lakenheath and Cressingham 92
3.1  Demesne arable valuations in Breckland before the

Black Death 98
3.2 Population and ploughteam density in Breckland at

Domesday 99
3.3  Grain yields on Breckland demesnes 101
3.4 Sowing thicknesses on Breckland demesnes,

decennial means 10§
3.5  Total number of sheep assessed in Blackbourne

hundred (Suffolk) in the subsidy of 1283 119
3.6 Livestock totals in the pastoral villages of

Blackbourne hundred in 1283 120
3.7  Proportion of demesne sheep recorded in seven

Breckland villages in 1283 121
3.8 Lambing rates per ewe on Breckland demesnes,

1300—1500 124
3.9  Fleece weights in medieval Breckland 127
3.10 Crops assessed in all Blackbourne hundred villages

in the 1283 Subsidy 137
3.11 Crops assessed in the Breckland villages of

Blackbourne hundred in the 1283 Subsidy 137
3.12  Proportion of crops sown on Breckland demesnes,

1250—1500 139

X

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

3.13 Composition of peasant grain tithes received at
Lakenheath and Mildenhall, 1300—1500 139
3.14 Crop preferences of lords and peasants in the
Breckland villages of Blackbourne hundred in the

1283 Subsidy 141
3.15  Occupations recorded in the 1379 Thetford Poll
Tax returns 181

3.16 Proportion of population occupied in secondary
and tertiary employment in selected Breckland

villages in 1379 and 1381 190
3.17 Assessed wealth in the Breckland villages of
Blackbourne hundred in the 1283 Subsidy 193

3.18 The Lay Subsidies of 1327 and 1332 in Breckland 196
3.19 Mean tax per village in the 1334 Lay Subsidy,

selected areas 198
4.1 Analysis of completed land transactions in

Brandon, 1300-1540 207
4.2 Average area sown on manorial demesnes,

decennial means 1250—1500 209
4.3 Proportion of demesne acreage devoted to crops,

decennial means 214
4.4 Cropping intensity on demesne peciae in Fornham

All Saints, 13409 and 1360—9 216
4.5  Cropping sequence at Buryweywong pecia in

Fornham All Saints, 134071 217
4.6  Comparison of barley prices in Breckland with

national prices 219
4.7 Animal ratios on Breckland demesnes, decennial

means 1300—1500 220
4.8  Leasehold arable rents per acre, decennial means

1300—99 228
4.9 Rents for full-lands and tofts in Brandon, decennial

means 1350-99 230
4.10 Proportion of crops sown by acreage on Breckland

demesnes, decennial means 1270—1500 238
4.11  Disposal of demesne crops, 13001500 — wheat 241
4.12 Disposal of demesne crops, 1300-1500 — rye 242
4.13 Disposal of demesne crops, 1300-1500 — barley 243
4.14 Numbers of demesne sheep, decennial Michaelmas

means, 1290—1500 246

X1

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

Tables
4.15 Peasant sheep in Lakenheath, decennial means
1300—99 250
4.16  Culled rabbits and their disposal, decennial means
1250—1500 252
4.17 Number of brewers amerced per court, decennial
means 1290—1550 261
5.1 Leasehold arable rents per acre, decennial means
1400—1509 268

5.2 Allowances and respites granted at the audit on
land rents and court perquisites on selected manors,

1350—1509 272
5.3 A breakdown of some arrears, 1340—1509 274
5.4 Income from land rents at Lackford in the fifteenth

century 277
5.5  Decennial mean income from land rents at

Brandon and Feltwell, 1460—1509 280
5.6 . Annual rents paid for demesne arable land

(‘gaynor’) in selected years, 1398—1542 286
5.7  Peasant sheep in Lakenheath, decennial means

1400—1500 295
5.8 Warren lease valuations, selected years 297
5.9  Leases of stalls in Mildenhall market, 1385-1465 305S
s.10  The farm of tolls at Thetford, decennial means

1410—1489 3058
s.11  Annual rental value of the Lackford fulling mill,

1396—1512 308

Xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book would not have been possible without the help and
support of many people, and it is a pleasure to be able to
acknowledge their contribution in this small way. The research
began as a doctoral dissertation submitted to the University of
Cambridge, and it was during this period that most of my debts
were incurred. The skills of reading and locating documents are
vital to a budding medievalist, and Dorothy Owen guided my first,
stumbling attempts at palaeography with kindness and expertise.
Margaret Statham shared with me her considerable knowledge of
the Bury abbey archives, and became a frequent advisor during
many happy hours spent at the West Suffolk Record Office. At
other record offices and repositories I received patient and cheerful
assistance.

Christopher Dyer and Richard Smith pointed me towards
certain Brandon material, and Rodney Hilton permitted me to
view the ESRC’s computer print-outs of the early Lakenheath
court rolls. Whilst at Birmingham, Helena Graham generously
allowed me to read drafts of her earlier work on the Lakenheath
land market, subsequently omitted from her thesis. The examiners
of the doctoral dissertation, Edward Miller and Richard Britnell,
encouraged me to seek publication and highlighted those aspects
which needed further attention. Richard Britnell also commented
extensively on an early draft of chapter 1, and kindly allowed me to
make use of his unpublished research. Bruce Campbell shared with
me his wide knowledge of medieval East Anglia, and I benefited
from his expert comments on drafts of chapters 1 and 2. [am further
indebted to him for supplying me with detailed statistics about
demesne farming on some of the Norfolk Breckland manors, and
for revealing the preliminary findings of his important, forthcom-
ing book.

xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later
Middle Ages

Mark Bailey

Frontmatter

More information

A marginal economy?

Financial assistance from various bodies has allowed me to study
in comfort during the last six years of research. As a postgraduate,
the ESRC, the Master and Fellows of Corpus Christi College, and
the University of Cambridge (Ellen McArthur studentship) all
provided me with generous support. As a Research Fellow at
Gonville and Caius College, I have been able to concentrate on
completing the work in an ideal academic environment. I am also
grateful to the editors of the Medieval life and thought series, Jim
Holt, David Luscombe and Christopher Brooke, for their com-
ments and advice. In the later stages, Julie Noy devoted much time
and effort to checking the proofs.

Duncan Bythell first encouraged me to embark upon historical
research, and has read all of this work in draft form. He has
constantly emphasised the need to write for an audience wider than
the mere specialist, and if the book achieves this aim, then it is to his
credit. John Hatcher was an excellent supervisor of the doctoral
dissertation, patient, supportive and highly stimulating. He has
continued to provide valued criticism, and has commented
extensively on most parts of the book. The inadequacies which
remain are my responsibility alone.

The greatest debt is to my parents, Ron and Maureen. They have
always stimulated my historical curiosity, and have trekked to
various corners of East Anglia on cold winter days as readily as they
have listened to my latest ideas. Their selfless help and tolerance
throughout many years has been simply immeasurable.

Xiv

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-07314-1 - A Marginal Economy?: East Anglian Breckland in the Later

Middle Ages
Mark Bailey

Frontmatter
More information
ABBREVIATIONS
Ag.H.R. Agricultural History Review
Bacon Bacon collection, University of Chicago
BL British Library
Blomefield F. Blomefield, An essay towards a
topographical history of the county of Norfolk,
s vols. (London, 1739-75)
CPR Calendar of the patent rolls
CUL Cambridge University Library
EcH.R. Economic History Review (second series
unless stated)
[ESRO Ipswich and East Suffolk Record Office
NRO Norwich and Norfolk Record Office
PRO Public Record Office (Chancery Lane)
P.S.LA. Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of
Archaeology and History
V.C.H. Victoria county history
WSROB West Suffolk Record Office, Bury St

Edmunds

The following distinguish different manors in the same

village:
Downham (IP)
Downham (S)
Feltwell (E)
Feltwell (EH)
Fornham (A)
Fornham (C)

Manor of Ixworth priory
Shardelowe’s manor
Bishopric of Ely

East Hall

Abbot’s manor

Cellarer’s manor

Xv

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521073141
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

