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Preface

If I had not happened to begin my Andean travels twenty years ago in
what were once the rebellious hinterlands of the Inca empire, perhaps I
would have shared most travelers’ fascination with that ready-made “An-
dean world” about which the Incas still posthumously indoctrinate visitors
to southern Peru. Instead, an Andeanist education that began at the
periphery awoke me to something less familiar than the Inca empire, and,
in my eyes, equally remarkable. This was the endurance, after some five
centuries’ alien imperial rule both Inca and Spanish, of Ecuadorian “In-
dian” collectivities still recognizably continuous with pre-Inca groups.
How has it come about that the historical project of being “Cafari,”
“Caranqui,” etc., went forward through so many episodes of domination,
lacking as it did the armor of statecraft?

In principle, it was possible to do this achievement the homage of study
via any of several Ecuadorian cases, but Quito had some advantages: a
rich document record, relevance to major problems in both Inca and
colonial studies, and the opportunity to combine archive work with resi-
dence in a Quichua-speaking village. Another reason for concentrating on
Quito was that unlike adjacent “Indian” groups (in the regions of Ota-
valo and Riobamba, for example), whose societies appear distinctive to
nonnative eyes because their cultures happen to include many traits we
construe as “ethnic markers,” the Quichua-speaking people of Pichincha
Province have been all but totally neglected by ethnography. Quito, a city
hungry for knowledge of its native antecedents, has so far contrived not
to notice its native contemporaries.

The scene of this study may be defined historically as the colonial
“corregimiento of the five leagues of Quito,” that is, the jurisdiction
bounded by a five-league radius around the city; or geographically, as the
inter-Andean basin of the Guayllabamba River (“hoya de Quito,” “cuen-
ca del Guayllabamba”) plus the western slopes of the western cordil-
lera between the Guayllabamba’s left bank and the Rio Toachi, as far as
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the lower foothills and the easternmost part of the littoral plain; or politi-
cally, as the modern Province of Pichincha, Ecuador, with the exception
of its westernmost reaches beyond approximately longitude 79° west. The
vagueness of the western border is inherent in the loose definitions used
in early colonial sources, which in turn reflect incomplete conquest and
exploration of the Andean foothills.

To the traveler, this area presents a startling contrast between the
steamy rain forests and dizzying mountain ramparts of its western part,
and the cool, bright countryside of the high inter-Andean valley. Since
there are cultural differences as marked as the geographical ones, most
visitors are surprised to learn that the rain forest and the high inter-
Andean plateaus counted as a single political unit during the colony (ex-
cept for a short interval in the eighteenth century) and during the repub-
lic. After long study I am convinced that there is nothing arbitrary in this
association, and that their unity is deeply rooted in prehistory.

The study has been based on the exclusive use of early colonial written
sources. Preferentially I have used documents of the pre-Toledan era,
1534-1569, since these depict indigenous society before it was deformed
by extensive forced resettlement in artificial nucleated villages. However,
where sufficient data of this period are lacking, I have admitted some
sources up to 1600, and a few later than 1600 for topics where Hispanisms
are easilly detected (notably crop lists).

In general textual translations have been preferred over paraphrases or
summaries, in spite of the cumbersome language of the originals, in order
to permit readers an independent judgment on the meaning of the texts.
Unless otherwise noted the translations are my own. For all extended
passages the original text is given in endnotes.

The following rules have governed the treatment of primary sources:

Paleography: Where paleographic transcriptions by other authors are
used, their respective systems have been left intact. Suspected errors have
not been corrected unless comparison texts were available. In particular,
readers should bear in mind that the texts cited to the Colleccion Vacas
Galindo (CVG) are often defective in paleography and that they should
ideally be compared with their originals. For this purpose the equivalent
siglas (classification numbers) of the Archivo General de Indias, as given
by Vacas Galindo (in the old AGI classification), are included in the
References.

Where the paleographic transcriptions were made afresh, the criterion
was to conserve the text as much as possible, modernizing only in the
following aspects: (1) Abbreviations were expanded; for example, “mag®”
becomes “magestad.” (2) The initial letters of place names and names of
persons are rendered in capitals. (3) The initial rr has been replaced by r.
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The following sixteenth-century characteristics have been conserved: pagi-
nation by folios, to which the signs » and v have been added to indicate recto
and verso sides respectively; the absence of punctuation and written accents;
the cedilla (g); and the nonstandardized orthography of numerous words,
including some proper nouns.

Quichua and Hispano-Quichua usages: Following modern local pronun-
ciation, the Quito-area dialect has been called Quichua, the Cuzco dia-
lect Quechua. In words belonging to the technical vocabluary of Inca
government the contrast of simple, glottalized, and aspirated stops has
been signaled with zero, apostrophe, and quotation marks respectively:
kik’/k”, etc. Neither this series nor the k/q (velar/postvelar) contrast can
be established as existing in early colonial Quito Quichua from the
evidence in hand, and no attempt has been made to render them in
local anthroponyms and toponyms.

In order to avoid confusion between indigenous terminology and Span-
ish terms derived from indigenous words, which never denote the exact
original meaning, quotation marks and italic have been used to signal
Hispano-Quichuisms and other pseudo-ethnological words, while the true
indigenous vocabulary is signaled with italic only. For example, “mita”
refers to conscript labor under the Spanish regime, mit’a to cyclical labor
under the Inca system.

References: Published sources are cited in American Anthropologist style,
using square brackets to indicate date of original publication or comple-
tion of manuscript if widely different from publication date. The same
system has been modified for citation of unpublished manuscripts, in the
following fashion: in, for example (AGI/S Justicia 671:f.61v—68r), AGL/S
means Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla; Justicia 671 the document
packet from which the material is extracted; and f.61v—68r the folio loca-
tion. At the corresponding entry in the References, date and content are
indicated. There are three exceptions to this system: the visita of 1559 is
cited (M y SM 1559), the visita of 1557 is cited (M y R 1557), and the
letter of instruction for the two visitas is cited (Ramirez 1557). The list of
archive abbreviations appears at the beginning of the References, in
which both published and unpublished sources are listed.

I hope to publish the principal manuscript sources in the near future.
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