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Preface

This is a source book in virtue of two characteristics. First, the authors
are themselves sources of findings and conceptions challenging tradi-
tional theories of child development and certain comparative distinc-
tions. Second, taking stock of their findings from complementary
positions and proposing testable explanatory principles attuned to
these new empirical grounds, they invite new directions for research
and theoretical studies for which this book can serve as a cross-
disciplinary source of references.

Thanks to the authors’ unfailing support of this project from the
very beginning, this book can now be offered as a foundation and
framework for further research on intersubjective attunement and
understanding in early child development and pertinent comparative
domains. The project crystallized when some of us (Patrick Bateson,
Judy Dunn, Andrew Meltzoff, Andrew Whiten and I) were invited to
a King’s College Research Centre Workshop on the Perception of
Subjects and Objects, in Cambridge, September 1992. There, they
asked Andrew Meltzoff and me to open by dialogue the general
discussion on intersubjectivity. I realized then that the time was ripe
for a source book integrating theory and findings from complemen-
tary perspectives.

The invited authors met — many of them for the first time — in
August 1994, in a preparatory symposium in the Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters, Oslo. Some of them (Carolyn
Edwards, Mikael Heimann, Ragnar Rommetveit and Colwyn Tre-
varthen) followed up by joining my group in the Academy’s Centre
for Advanced Study in the academic year 1996-7, and some others
(Paul Harris, Patricia Kuhl and Andrew Meltzoff) by joining us for
workshops or a briefer stay in that period.

Among the authors, I owe special thanks to Colwyn Trevarthen for
many lively conversations and disputes. We first met in August 1987
at a workshop on Intersubjective Communication, Department of
Cognitive Psychology, University of Bergen, which I organized (with
Tordis Dallan Evans) upon my arrival there as invited professor of
cognitive science. We were both delighted, I think, to discover the fit

XV
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xvi Preface

between his findings on infant intersubjectivity and my dialogical
systems postulate of an inborn virtual other. Only much later did we
realize our disagreement on whether or not there is a higher-order
level of mental simulation of other minds, which I had proposed in
the seventies. Our fruitful disputes in this respect have sharpened my
intention with this book: to invite dialogue between conflicting posi-
tions, examining whether in the end they may reveal themselves to be
complementary. That pertains, for example, to the gap between the
social-emotional communicative perspective and the social-cognitive
mindreading perspective. This book purports to bridge some of that
gap by providing for the first time a comprehensive examination from
both these perspectives of the nature, nurture and perturbation of
intersubjective attunement and understanding in early child develop-
ment and pertinent comparative domains.

Through all the stages of preparation and finalizing of this book I
have had unfailing support, including finance, from these institutions
with which I am associated: the Department of Sociology and Human
Geography, and the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo; the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, and its Centre for
Advanced Study, Oslo. In addition, I gratefully acknowledge financial
support of the preparatory symposium from the Norwegian Research
Council Program for Youth Research (UNGFORSK). In organizing
that meeting I would also like to thank my colleagues at the Uni-
versity of Oslo and fellow members of the Theory Forum network’s
organizing and reference group: Jon Roar Bjorkvold, Rolv Blakar,
Dagfinn Follesdal, Signe Howell, Karsten Hundeide, Inge Lonning
and Ragnar Rommetveit.

I am also grateful to Susan Powers, University of Oslo, for her
dedicated efforts in administrative help and in language polishing and
printing preparation of the symposium pre-proceedings, and to Rune
Engebretsen who, while at the Centre for Advanced Study, found time
to assist me in the language polishing of chapter 5 of this book,
teaching me in the process to appreciate the music in the English
language. I would like to thank the Cambridge University Press
commissioning editor, Catherine Max, as well as the publisher’s series
editors and evaluators, for valuable advice, including desiderata on
volume size, which has been a challenge in view of the rich source
material contained herein. I also thank my research assistant, Anders
Noklestad, for dedicating himself — between our efforts at connec-
tionist explorations of egocentric and altercentric perception — to
splendid assistance in the preparation of the book in electronic form.

Stein Braten
Centre for Advanced Study, Oslo, August 1997
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