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Until recently the Isma‘ilis, a major Shi‘i Muslim community, were studied and
judged almost exclusively on the basis of the hostile accounts of their Muslim
enemies and the fanciful tales of the Crusaders and other occidental sources. As a
result, numerous misconceptions and legends were disseminated about the
teachings and practices of the Isma‘ilis, made famous in European tradition as the
Assassins. In the 1930s, however, authentic Isma‘ili texts began to be recovered on
a large scale from private collections in the Yemen, Syria, Iran, Central Asia and
India which threw new light on mediaeval Isma‘ili history and thought. This
collective volume, the first major effort of its kind in this branch of Islamic studies,
brings together some of the original results of modern scholarship in the area,
written by leading contemporary authorities as well as some distinguished
Islamists.

The chapters in the book, covering selected themes and developments related
to the pre-Fatimid, Fatimid and Nizari phases of Isma‘ili history, deal with a wide
variety of topics ranging from the Qarmatis of Bahrayn and their relations with the
Fatimids, the earliest cosmological doctrine of the Ismacilis, the traditions of
learning and the development of jurisprudence under the Fatimids, to the Isma‘ili
perceptions of the ‘other’, the origins of the NizarT Isma‘ili movement, Saljuq
perspectives on the early Nizaris, a new perspective on Nasir al-Din al-Tusr’s
religious affiliations, and the ginanic literary tradition of the Isma‘ili Khojas of the
Indian subcontinent. As a significant contribution to modern Isma‘ili studies, this
book serves to undetline the richness of the Isma‘ilis’ literary heritage and the
diversity of their religio-political experience and intellectual traditions.
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Preface

sS4

INITIATED IN the 1930s, the modern progress in Isma‘ili studies has
continued at an astonishingly swift pace during the last few decades. As
a result, many aspects of Isma‘ili history and thought are no longer
shrouded in mystery; and the ground has been effectively prepared for
the long-overdue dispelling of the major mediaeval myths of the
Ismacilis. I have been convinced for several years now of the value of
collecting in one volume some of the scattered results of modern
scholarship in Isma‘ili studies, dealing especially with selective subjects
which had not previously received sufficient treatment in scholatly
literature. Such a collection could serve to show the richness of the
literary heritage of the Isma‘ilis and the diversity of their religio-political
experience and intellectual traditions, and, hopefully, make possible a
better understanding of Isma‘ilism.

With these aims in mind, the present project was conceived in 1992
and invitations were sent out to some of the leading scholars of Isma‘ili
studies to write original essays for a collective volume, offering the
results of many decades of research and expertise in the field. Professor
W. Madelung, in addition to contributing a new article, also kindly
agreed to the inclusion in this volume of a somewhat updated English
version of his classic study of the Qarmatis of Bahrayn and their
relations with the Fatimids. Invitations for contributions were extended
also to a number of other distinguished scholars who, though not
particularly active in Isma‘ili studies, could shed light on specific issues
of Isma‘ili history drawing on their own specialized knowledge of
Islamic and Iranian studies. The results of this collaborative effort of
Isma‘ili and non-Isma‘ili scholars, of both Eastern and Western origins,

xi
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PREFACE

are now offered in this volume. Needless to add that none of the
individual contributors would necessarily subscribe to all the views or
interpretations expressed in this book. Indeed, responsibility for the
contents of each chapter rests solely with the author of that chapter.

I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to all the eminent
scholars who participated in this joint project. I would also like to thank
Azizeh Azodi who in accordance with her own high standards of
scholarship translated three of the essays contributed by Professors W.
Madelung and H. Halm from German into English. I owe special debts
of gratitude to Dr Patricia Crone who read an earlier draft of the book
and made many valuable suggestions for its improvement, and to
Farhad Hakimzadeh who searched for the cover illustration. Finally, it
remains to record my thanks to Gill Thomas who assisted in the
initiation of this volume and to Marigold Acland who ensured its
orderly completion. May this volume prove to represent yet another
step forward in the modern progress in Isma‘ili studies, and may it be a
source of satisfaction to all those involved in its production.

F.D.

xii
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Note on transliteration and abbreviations

sS4

THE SYSTEM of transliteration used in this book for the Arabic and
Persian scripts is essentially the same as that adopted in the new edition
of The Encyclopaedia of Islam, with a few modifications, namely ¢/ for & j
for dj, and ¢ for £ Furthermore, an attempt has been made to reproduce
the more elaborate vowel system of Turkish and Mongol names, thus
Hilegti and not Hulagu. Diacritical marks are dispensed with, except
those for ‘ayn and hamza, for some of the dynastic and community
names which occur frequently in the book.

BIFAO Bulletin de !'Institut Frangais d'Archéologie Orientale
BSO(A)S  Bulletin of the School of Oriental (and African) Studies

El The Encyclopaedia of Isiam, st edition

El2 The Encyclopaedia of Islam, New edition

EIR Encyclopaedia Iranica

IJMES International Journal of Middle East Studies

JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society

JBBRAS  Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
JRAS Jonrnal of the Royal Asiatic Society

NS New Series

SEI Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam

WO Die Weit des Orients

ZDMG Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft

xiil
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