
Reversing Sail

This book examines the global unfolding of the African Diaspora, the migra-
tions and dispersals of people of Africa, from antiquity to the modern period.
Their exploits, challenges, and struggles over a wide expanse of time are dis-
cussed in ways that link as well as differentiate past and present circumstances.
The experiences of Africans in the Old World, in the Mediterranean and Is-
lamic worlds, is followed by their movement into the New, where their plight
in lands claimed by Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French, and English colonial
powers is analyzed from enslavement through the Cold War. While appropri-
ate mention is made of persons of renown, particular attention is paid to the
everyday lives of working class people and their cultural efflorescence. The
book also attempts to explain contemporary plights and struggles through the
lens of history.

Michael A. Gomez is Professor of History at New York University. He is
the author of Pragmatism in the Age of Jihad: The Precolonial State of Bundu
(Cambridge, 1992) and Exchanging Our Country Marks: The Transformation
of African Identities in the Colonial and Antebellum South (1998). He currently
serves as Director of the Association for the Study of the Worldwide African
Diaspora (ASWAD).
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New Approaches to African History

Series Editor
Martin Klein, University of Toronto

New Approaches to African History is designed to introduce students to cur-
rent findings and new ideas in African history. Although each book treats a
particular case and is able to stand alone, the format allows the studies to
be used as modules in general courses on African history and world history.
The cases represent a wide range of topics. Each volume summarizes the state
of knowledge on a particular subject for a student who is new to the field.
However, the aim is not simply to present views of the literature; it is also to
introduce debates on historiographical or substantive issues, and it may argue
for a particular point of view. The aim of the series is to stimulate debate, to
challenge students and general readers. The series is not committed to any
particular school of thought.

Other books in the series:

Africa Since 1940, by Frederick Cooper
Muslim Societies in African History, by David Robinson
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In memory of the love of my mother,
Mary Williams Gomez, 1936–1999,
the first to make me see
the beauty and suffering of the African Diaspora.
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