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narrative A literary narrative is an account of
events, which may be related in verse or prose
by a narrator, or which may unfold in a dramatic
production, and which has been the subject of
some kind of artful shaping. The study of narra-
tive involves such things as the analysis of how
the shaping has been done, which events
receive prominence and how they are ordered,
the attitude of the narrator to the narrative,
and so on.

narratology The systematic study of NARRATIVE
and its various components, embracing structural
and formal elements, questions of chronology,
the role of the narrator and the types of narrator,
and the kinds of discourse employed in narrative.
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Nasby, Petroleum V(esuvius) [Locke, David Ross|
1833-88 American humorist and journalist. In the
style of ARTEMUS WARD and BILLINGS, he spe-
cialized in facetious letters-to-the-editor and
achieved a wide audience with the series first
published in the Jeffersonian of Findlay, Ohio, and
collected as The Nasby Papers (1864). It ridiculed the
Confederate cause in the Civil War by loudly pro-
claiming its righteousness in the silliest way pos-
sible. Locke became editor and later owner of the
Toledo Blade, in which he continued to publish
letters under his pseudonym. He also wrote a
political novel, The Demagogue (1881).

Nash, Ogden 1902-71 American poet. He was
born in Rye, New York, and educated at Harvard.
His light verse shows him a master of IRONY,
adept at questioning the commonplace in
American life and finding humour in social
assumptions, domestic problems, even the nature
of grammar and prosody itself. Though critics
often neglect Nash, other 20th-century poets
have frequently admired and been influenced by
him. His books include Cricket of Cavador (1925),
Free Wheeling (1931), The Bad Parents’ Garden of Verse
(1936), I'm a Stranger Here Myself (1938), Good
Intentions (1942), Versus (1949), Family Reunion
(1950), Everyone But Thee and Me (1962), Marriage
Lines (1964), Merrill Lynch We Roll Along (1965), Bed
Riddance: A Posy for the Indisposed (1970) and the
posthumous A Penny Saved is Impossible (1981).

Nashe [Nash], Thomas 1567-1601 Satirist,
and playwright. Nashe d d
from St John's College, Cambridge, in 1586.
After a tour through France and Italy he settled
in London in 1588 and joined the circle of writers
that included ROBERT GREENE. His first pub-
lished work was a stern review of recent literature
prefaced to Greene's Menaphon (1589), which
attacks plagiarism from classical authors and
ranting tragedies, and praises SPENSER and
PEELE as well as Greene. The Anatomy of Absurdity
(1589) is another piece of SATIRE on contempor-
ary literature, attacking artificiality in romances.
These early works display a fashionable EuPHU-
1sM and Nashe confessed in a later work: ‘Euphues
Iread when I was a little ape in Cambridge.”
Various anti-Puritan pamphlets in the
Marprelate controversy have been assigned to
him (see MARPRELATE, MARTIN), but only An
Almond for a Parrot (1590) with any certainty.
Nashe was also involved in a personal controversy
with GABRIEL HARVEY and his brother Richard.
Richard attacked Nashe for presumption in the
preface to Menaphon and Nashe replied in PIERCE

the principal successor to HUGH MACDIARMID,
with whom his linguistic affinities are strong.

Smith, William Robertson 1846-94 Biblical scho-
lar. Born at Keig in Aberdeenshire, he studied at
New College in Edinburgh and the universities of
Bonn and Géttingen, and was appointed professor
of oriental languages and Old Testament exegesis
at Free College, Aberdeen, in 1870. His contribu-
tions to the ninth edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, which began publication in 1875,
were influenced by the HIGHER CRITICISM and
angered the General Assembly of the Free Church
of Scotland by their failure to present the Bible as
the authoritative word of God. He was dismissed
from his post in 1881. After working as joint edi-
tor of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, he was
appointed professor of Arabic at Cambridge in
1883 and spent the rest of his career there.

Smith, Zadie 1975- Novelist and short-story wri-
ter. Born in north London, Smith studied English
at Cambridge University where she began work
on her first novel, White Teeth (2000), a sprawling
and panoramic vision of a multicultural London
told through the perspectives of three families
from diverse ethnic backgrounds. The book won
the Guardian First Book Prize, the Whitbread First
Novel Award, and the Commonwealth Writers
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