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Another Essential Textbook in
Archaeology from Cambridge

Reading the Past

Current Approaches to Interpretation in
Archaeology
Third edition

lan Hodder, Stanford University, California
and Scott Hutson, University of California, Berkeley

This classic introduction to archaeological theory and method has
been fully updated to address the burgeoning of theoretical debate
throughout the discipline. With the addition of two completely new
chapters, the third edition of Reading the Past presents an
authoritative, state-of-the-art analysis of contemporary
archaeological theory. Also including new material on feminist
archaeology, historical approaches such as cultural history, and
theories of discourse and signs, this book represents essential
reading for any student or scholar with an interest in the past.

‘One of the most important and provocative recent
contributions to the theory and philosophy of
archaeology.’

British Archaeological News
Contents: Preface to the third edition; 1. The problem;
2. Processual and systems approaches; 3. Structuralist,
post-structuralist and semiotic archaeologies; 4. Marxism and
ideology; 5. Agency and practice; 6. Embodied archaeology;
7. Archaeology and history; 8. Contextual archaeology;
9. Post-processual archaeology; 10. Conclusion: archaeology as
archaeology; Bibliography; Index.
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Archaeology and
Colonialism

Cultural Contact from 5000 BC to the Present
Chris Gosden, University of Oxford

Archaeology is the only discipline that allows us to take a long-term view across all
forms of colonialism, from the Uruk cities of early Mesopotamia, through the
empires of the Romans and the Aztecs, to the colonies of modern European states.

In this innovative study, Chris Gosden presents a comparative survey of 5000 years

of colonialism. Defining colonialism as, crucially, a relationship with material culture,

destabilising of older values, changing both incomers and natives, Gosden attempts
to understand the history of power, how it is exercised through material culture and
how this understanding can generate new notions of interaction and encounter. By
defining colonialism through its relationship with material culture, Gosden argues
that modern colonialism, giving rise to settler societies, is historically unusual.

Contents

1. Introduction

2. Other approaches to colonialism

3. A model of colonialism

4. Colonialism within a shared cultural milieu
5. The middle ground

6. Terra nullius

7. Power

Topics in Contemporary Archaeology, 2
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Archaeology and Colonialism

Ideal for undergraduate and graduate courses in Archaeology, History,

Cultural Studies and Politics.




