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evolve in coming decades. They demonstrate that mass values play a cru-
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Foreword

This book makes a major contribution to our understanding of social and po-
litical change. It tests the impact of culture on political and social life, analyzing
the broadest empirical base ever assembled for this purpose. It interprets the
evidence in a bold new theoretical framework – a revised version of moderniza-
tion theory. Analyzing a massive body of data from the perspective of human
development theory, the authors produce something that has been declared
dead: grand theory.

They demonstrate that fundamental changes are occurring in the belief sys-
tems of publics around the world. They show how these changes are shaped by
an interaction between the forces of socioeconomic development and persist-
ing cultural traditions. And using data from representative national surveys in
eighty societies, the authors demonstrate that changing mass values are produc-
ing growing pressures for the establishment and strengthening of democracy.

Earlier versions of modernization theory did not foresee the massively strong
linkage that the authors find between rising self-expression values and the emer-
gence and flourishing of democratic institutions. Building on previous work by
Welzel, the authors convincingly argue that socioeconomic modernization, ris-
ing liberty aspirations, and the quest for democratic institutions all reflect the
common underlying process of human development, the theme of which is the
broadening of human choice.

This book succeeds in integrating a vast amount of empirical evidence into
a coherent theoretical framework, enriching our understanding of how democ-
racy emerges and survives. Its findings have major substantive importance. The
authors claim that socioeconomic development and the rise of the knowledge
society have roughly predictable consequences. They then develop a model that
enables them to make a number of explicit predictions about what will be ob-
served in the future, in the realm of cultural change and democratization.

This is a bold undertaking. Successful predictions are rare in the social sci-
ences. But these predictions build on a foundation that has led to a number of
previous predictions being proved accurate. In 1971 Inglehart predicted that
intergenerational change would lead to the spread of postmaterialist values. At
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x Foreword

the time, materialists outnumbered postmaterialists heavily – by about four to
one – in the six Western societies from which he had data. Today, postmate-
rialists have become as numerous as materialists in all six of these societies. I
am pleased to have worked with Inglehart as part of the Political Action Study
group that, having analyzed patterns of political behavior and social change
in the 1970s, predicted the spread of what was then called “unconventional
political behavior,” including such actions as petitions, boycotts, and demon-
strations (Barnes and Kaase et al., 1979). Three decades later, participation in
these forms of behavior has roughly doubled in the eight countries included in
the Political Action Study. At this point, it is impossible to say how accurate
the predictions presented in this book will prove to be – but I would not readily
discount them.

The book is a landmark in the study of political culture and democratization.
It will polarize opinion, provoking both strong acclaim and fierce critique, for
this work presents powerful evidence contradicting several major schools of
thought in the social sciences. It will be debated and cited now and in years to
come.

Hans-Dieter Klingemann
August 2004

Fondation National des Sciences Politiques
Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris
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