
THE REFORM OF THE
FRANKISH CHURCH

Chrodegang of Metz (c. 712–766) was a leading figure of the late Merovin-
gian and early Carolingian church. Born to one of the principal aristocratic
families in Austrasia, he served as referendary of Charles Martel, and was
appointed bishop of Metz in the 740s. As bishop, Chrodegang became
one of the foremost churchmen in Francia, chairing councils, founding
monasteries, and beginning a reform of the lives of the canons of the
Metz cathedral. This book, the first major study in the English language
on Chrodegang, examines his preoccupation with the creation of commu-
nities of faith and concord modeled on the early church. It explores his
attempts to unite the Frankish episcopacy, his rule for the cathedral clery
in Metz – the Regula canonicorum – and his introduction of new liturgical
practices that sought to transform his see into a hagiopolis, a holy city which
provided a model for later Carolingian reform.

m. a. claussen is Professor of History at the University of San Francisco
and the author of articles on church history.
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FmSt Frühmittelalterliche Studien
Gregory of Tours, HLX Gregory of Tours, Historia libri X, ed.

Bruno Krusch and Wilhelm Levison,
Gregorii episcopi Turonensis Historiarum libri X,
editio altera, MGH SRM 1.1 (Hanover,
1937–51)

HJ Historisches Jahrbuch
JGLGA Jahrbuch der Gesellschaft für lothringische

Geschichte und Altertumskunde
Hauck, KD Albert Hauck, Kirchengeschichte Deutschlands

(Leipzig, 1914)
Karl Martell Jörg Jarnut, Ulrich Nonn, and Michael

Richter, eds., Karl Martell in seiner Zeit,
Beihefte der Francia 37 (Sigmaringen,
1994)

Lowe, CLA E. A. Lowe, Codices latini antiquiores: A
Palaeographical Guide to Latin Manuscripts
Prior to the Ninth Century (Oxford,
1937–71)

Mansi Johannes Mansi, Sacrorum conciliorum nova et
amplissima collectio (Graz)

x

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521839319 - The Reform of the Frankish Church: Chrodegang of Metz and the Regula
canonicorum in the Eighth Century
M. A. Claussen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521839319
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of abbreviations

MGH Monumenta Germaniae Historica
AA Auctores antiquissimi
Cap. Capitularia, Legum sectio ii, ed. A.

Boretius
Conc. Concilia, Legum sectio iii, ed. A.

Werminghoff
Dip. kar. Diplomata karolinorum I, ed. E.
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