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BURIED by THE TIMES

Buried by The Times: The Holocaust and America’s Most Important News-
paper is an in-depth look at how the New York Times failed in its coverage
of the fate of European Jews from 1939 to 1945. It examines the many de-
cisions that were made up and down the chain of command at the 7imes —
decisions that ultimately resulted in the minimizing and misunderstanding
of modern history’s worst genocide. The fascinating and tragic narrative
of Buried by The Times is unfolded by Laurel Leff, a veteran journalist
and professor of journalism. She recounts how personal relationships at
the newspaper, the assimilationist tendencies of the 7imes’ Jewish owner,
and the ethos of mid-century America all led the Times to consistently
downplay news of the Holocaust. It recalls in precise detail how news of
the Nazis’ “Final Solution” was hidden from 7Times readers and — because
of the newspaper’s profound influence on other media — from the larger
American public. Buried by The Times is thus required reading for anyone
interested in the Holocaust and America’s response, as well as for anyone
curious about how journalists determine what is newsworthy.

Laurel Leff has been a faculty member at Northeastern University since
1996. Prior to her university appointment, she was a professional journalist
for 18 years, reporting for the Wall Street Journal and the Miami Herald.
She also served as an editor for American Lawyer Media and the Hartford
Courant.
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Advance Praise:

“Laurel Leff has written an exceptional study of one of the darkest failures of the
New York Times — its non-coverage of the Holocaust during World War II. How could
the best newspaper in the United States, perhaps in the world, underestimate and
underreport the mass killing of more than 6,000,000 Jews? Read this book, which
provides answers and in the process stands tall in scholarship, style, and importance.”
— Marvin Kalb, Senior Fellow at Harvard’s Shorenstein Center on the

Press, Politics and Public Policy

“This is the best book yet about American media coverage of the Holocaust, as well as
an extremely important contribution to our understanding of America’s response to
the mass murder of the Jews.”
— David S. Wyman, author of The Abandonment of the Jews: America and
the Holocaust

“This important book answers — in a compelling fashion — some of the questions which
have long been asked about the New York Times’ coverage of the Holocaust. Probing
far behind the headlines, Leff tells the fascinating story of how the Sulzberger family
was rescuing its relatives from Germany at the same time that it was burying the story
of the Holocaust in the inner recesses of the paper.”
— Deborah E. Lipstadt, author of Beyond Belief: The American Press and
the Coming of the Holocaust

“Laurel Leff has written an engrossing and important book about the abject failure
of the world’s most influential newspaper, the New York Times, to report on the
Holocaust that its owner and key figures knew was occurring. Her book tells us much
about America at the time, the level of anti-Semitism, and the assimilationist desire
of the Jewish owner of the 7imes to avoid stressing the unique Jewish nature of the
genocide. It is part and parcel with the same mindset of the Roosevelt Administration.
One can only wonder in great sorrow at how many lives might have been saved if the
nation’s and the world’s conscience had been touched by full and complete coverage
by the 7imes of what remains the greatest crime in world history.”
— Stuart E. Eizenstat, a former senior official in the Clinton Administration
and the Special Representative of President Clinton on Holocaust-Era
Issues, author of Imperfect Fustice: Looted Assets, Slave Labor and the
Unfinished Business of World War 11
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