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Computer applications

Language work: Present simple

1

Read these sentences and match them with
the uses of the present simple below.

The conference starts at 10.

How often do you use computers at work?
She works as a media specialist.

Water freezes at 0°C.

I usually read Byte magazine.

He likes coffee.

The sun rises in the east.

~ O\ N R 0N =

Uses of the present simple:

a

b
C
d

permanent situations or states

permanent truths or laws of nature

a habit or something that happens regularly
a future, timetabled event

Look at the table. Then ask and answer
questions.

e.g. Does Gina read magazines? Yes, she does.

Write
e-mails

Read
magazines

Listen
to MP3
music

Play
computer
games

Gina O O a 0

Paul
& Sue O O O O

You

6 You
7 You

4 Paul and Sue
5 Paul and Sue

1 Gina
2 Gina
3 Paul and Sue

you/do/evenings/What/do/in the?

films/type/of/What/like/you/do?

N DN

you/strangers/chat/Do/on the Web/with?

Imagine you are interviewing your partner.
Put these words in order to make questions.

search/Doy/the/information/you/on/Net/for?

How/do/foreign/languages/you/speak/many?

Present simple

Affirmative

I/you/we/they  work
He/she/it works
Interrogative

Do  I/you/we/they — ork?
Does he/she/it

Negative

I/you/we/they don't work
He/she/it doesn’t

In the third person singular we add -s to the base

form. Exceptions: when the verb finishes in -ss,
-sh, -ch, -z or -0, we add -es.
kiss kisses buzz
wish  wishes g0
watch watches

buzzes
goes

When the verb ends in consonant +y, we change
the -y to -Jes.
study studies

try tries

4  Put these adverbs onto the lines below,
according to the frequency.

usually
never

always often
seldom

rarely
sometimes

100%

5 Look at the next box. Rewrite these
sentences with the adverbs.

1 Ireceive SMS messages on my mobile
phone. (often)

2 Jan sends articles to newsgroups.
(sometimes)

3 Do you help your friends with their
homework? (usually)

4 He is complaining. (always)

5 They have seen a UFO. (never)

0%




Compulter applications

8 Refer to the text to find the term for these
Adverbs of frequency

definitions.
They are usually placed: 1 a science field that tries to improve
e before the main verb, e.g. Mary never goes to computers and robots with features
concerts.

associated with human intelligence

e after the verb fo be, e.g. She is always late.
2 programs used by computers

e if there is more than one auxiliary verb, they

come after the first auxiliary, e.g. This old 3 stage of mass production in which parts
computer has never been repaired. of a product move along for progressive
assembly

Other expressions used with the present simple
| come to school every Monday.

| go to my office on weekdays / on Tuesdays.
She goes there once / twice / three times a week.

4 small devices used for doing various tasks
5 robots that look like human beings

Robots and androids

ole S Engineers are trying to make computers think and
W"t'ng: How Often . behave like humans. By combining Artificial Intelligence
and engineering techniques, they’re building different

6 Write sentences about your friend, using types of robots and androids

one of these frequency expressions. .
quency exp Robots are devices that move and react to sensory

three times a year input. They u§ually contain sowaare that runs
. automatically without the intervention of a person.
on weekdays twice a week every day Today, they are used in all sorts of places, from factories

to space exploration. We drive cars that have been

@ on Saturdays welded by industrial robots. We buy products that have
been made and packaged by robots in assembly lines.

1 My friend likes to keep in touch through We use machines that have been built by robots.
the Internet. She ..o Our life is affected by robotics in many other ways. Just
2 She enjoys watching TV, She ..........cc........ think about medicine and the health system. Tiny
3 She studies hard. She computers are used to monitor the heart rate and blood
CUT e pressure. Micro-machines and insect-sized robots help
4 She also does sports. She ....................... doctors in heart operations and other complicated
5 She is very fond of travelling. She .............. surgery. Robots are used in dangerous situations — for
6 She likes going to the cinema. She.............. example in repairing nuclear plants, cleaning toxic
7 She loves pubs. She .............coii, wastes, and defusing bombs.
Robotics has also been incorporated into the first
Reading: RObOtS and an dI'Oi dS ‘intelligent homes’. There are gadgets that regulate the
central heating, sensors that control the solar panels,
7 Read the text and make a list of at least robot maids that do the housework, etc.
seven tasks done by robots and androids. Some research centres are building androids — robots

that have the shape and capabilities of a human being.
In the near future, androids will be available for sale.
They will have access to the Internet, guide the blind
and assist elderly people at home; they will be a 24 hour
security guard for your home, sound the alarm in case
of fire and phone the police if there is a burglary. In
short, androids will become intelligent.

“Hell of a day.
The computer
broke down
and we all
had to think.”






